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“The Lord Doth Go Before Thee” 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HE Lord doth go before thee,” 
He safely leads His child, 
Sometimes through pleasant meadows, 
Sometimes where storms beat wild. 


“The Lord doth go before thee,” 
In this strange darkened land; 

Where shadows gather thickly 
He takes my groping hand. 


“The Lord doth go before thee,” 
Perhaps beside the bier 

Where lies my heart’s beloved — 
My Lord is with me here. 


“The Lord doth go before thee,” 
I cling to Him and trust 

Though pain is now my portion 
And all my dreams are dust. 


“The Lord doth go before thee,”. - 
He knoweth all our way; 

And we whom He is leading 
Shall see the face some day 


Of Him who went before us 
And was our tender Guide, 
For He will be our Bridegroom 
And we shall be His bride. 


A Mother's Prayer 


“Tf ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, I will do it” (John 14:14). “The 
Lord is , ... not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Relying upon 


such sure promises and facts as these, a 
mother many years ago prayed for her 
wayward son, as many other mothers 
have done. The story is told in an in- 
spiring book that records many in- 
stances of answered prayer which re- 
sulted from the united prayer offered 
in the famous Fulton Stréet Prayer 
Meeting in New York City. It is called, 
“Prayer and Its Answer, Illustrated in 
the First Twenty-Five Years of the Ful- 
ton Street Prayer Meeting,” by S, Iren- 
zeus Prime, D.D. (Scribner’s, 1882). The 
mother prayed for her son for many 
years, but he seemed to’ get farther away 


_ from God, until he became a skeptic, 


denying the existence of God. Finally, 
“the son was called to his mother’s 
death-bed, but reached home too late 
to see her alive. .. . She had written a 
note to him, in which she told him that 
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Gospel Contrasts 


EVERAL of the’ wonderful contrasts 

presented by the Gospel can be 

found in one of the most simple 
and well-known verses of Scripture: 
“For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom, 6:23). 


Though the order is different in the 
verse itself, let us first consider the 
contrast between sin and God. 

(1) . Sin and God certainly have noth- 
ing whatsoever in, common. They are 
incompatible. “Ye shall be holy,” the 
Lord said to the Children of Israel, “for 
I am holy” (Lev. 11:44)° The cry of 
the seraphims above the throne in the 
vision of Isaiah was, “Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6:2, 3), Holi- 
ness is God’s nature. “God ... . ‘can- 
not lie”’ (Titus 1:2). And neither will 
He allow anything in His presence “that 


_in Heaven in the presence of their great " 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“He is a buckler to them that 
walk uprightly. He keepeth the 
paths of judgment, and preserveth 
the way of his saints” (Prov. 2: 
7, 8). 














' eraft and idolatry, but when he rébelled 
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her only. sorrow was that he was still 
unsaved and on the way to hell. That 
letter brought him to his senses, and 
although he had long denied the exist- 
ence of God, he was soon upon his knees 
crying, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.’ 
. , . At his mother’s grave-side the 
Saviour spoke peace-to his soul, saying, , 
‘Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be for- 
given thee’” It is hard to understand 
why the praying mother was not per- 
mitted to see her ‘son saved before she 
passed away; but her prayefs were an- 
swered, and, unless the son is still on 
earth, today they are rejoicing together 


Saviour. -And Dr. Prime adds an en- 
couraging word for all mothers: “The 

legacy of a mother’s prayers is a price- 

less blessing, and it can never be lost, 1. 
since God is the executor.” 


defileth, neither -whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they 
which are written in the Lamb’s book 
of life” (Rev. 21:27). 

As soon as sin entered into the world 
He banished it from His presence. Jesus 
said, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall 
from heaven” (Luke 10:18). 

The Bible defines sin as “transgres- 
sion of the law” (1 John 3:4); as “the 
thought of foolishness” (Prov. 24:9); es. 
failing to do that which we know to be 
good (Jas. 4:17); as unbelief (Rom, 14: 
23b). But it can be summed up very 
simply by considering ‘the middle letter 
of the word itself. 

Lucifer became Satan when he said: 
“T will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: I 
will sit also upon the mount of the con- 
-gregation,:in the sides of the north: I. 
will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High” 
(Isa, 14:13, 14). 

Adam was cast out of the Garden when 
he rebelled against the word of God 
(Gen. 2:16, 17), and said in effect, “Not 
thy will, but mine be done.” ) 

Saul was not actually guilty of witch- 


. 

















against God’s word he committed as 
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great a sin, as Samuel said, “For rebel- 
lion is as the sin of .witeheraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” 
(1 Sam, 15:23). We may not be adul- 
terers, thieves, or murderers in deed, 
but it is our nature to rebel against God, 
no-matter how moral we are. It is not 
until we are born again and receive 
a new nature that we begin to bring 
forth “fruit unto holiness” (Rom. 6:22). 
Until then we are the servants of sin, 
and cannot please God, for “they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God” 
(Rom, 8:8). 

(2) Wages and gift are opposites. A 
wage is something we work for; a gift 
is samething we receive. A wage is 
something we merit; a gift is something 
that has its origin in the goodness and 
bounty of another. 

Sin pays a wage. God offers a gift. 
Sin may seem quite harmless and inno- 
cent at first, but “at the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth ‘like an 
adder” (Prov. 23:32). 

Sin deceives men. For a time its 
wages may appear pleasant. But the 
Scriptures warn, “Be not deceived; God 
it not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 
6:7). And again, “Be sure your sin 
will find you out” (Num. 32:23), And 
again, “Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth, and walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight 
of thine eyes: but know thou, that for 
all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment” (Eccles. 11:9). 

Some up-to-date examples of the 
wages of sin are the “pathological” 
drinkers, They began hy taking “a 
friendly glass.” For a time it seemed 
satisfying. They said they could quit 
any time. And then it became a dis- 
ease. And life became a temporal hell, 
a time to say in the morning, “Would 
God it were evening!” and in the eve- 
ning, “Would God it were morning!” 

But, as was said before, though sin 
pays a wage, God offers a gift. “The 
gift of God” is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sin would condemn ‘us, but He con- 
demned sin. Sin would damn every 
man, but Christ damned every sin. As 
someone has said, “Adam’s ‘Not thy will, 
but mine be done,’ made Eden a desert. 


But Christ’s ‘Not my will, but thine, be 


done,’ made the desert a paradise again, 
and Gethsemane became the gateway to 
Heaven.” 

Because salvation is a -gift, it has 
no purchase price, however darge. Isa- 
iah invited only those to come to the 
waters who had “no money” (Isa. 55:1); 
and Paul, when speaking of salvation, 
said, “It is the gift of God: not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph, 2:8, 
9); and again in 2 Corinthians 9:15, 
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift.” 

(3) Death and eternal -life are | cer- 
tainly opposites. The wages of sin re- 
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sult in eternal as well as temporal 
death; Adam lived many centuries after 


‘he ate of the tree of the knowledge of 


good and gvil, and yet God said in 
Genesis 2:17, “In the day that thou eat- 
est thereof thou shalt surely die.” ‘He 
was speaking particularly of spiritual 
death, or “the second death” as Reve- 
lation 20:14 and 21:8 put it. In the day 
that Adam sinned, he was counted dead 
in ’s sight, and every one of his 
desce ts, having inherited his nature, 
must draw the wages of sin. 

“But the gift of God is. eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Thank 
God forthe little word “but.” We are 
reminded of the use of this word in 
other portions of Scripture, as in John 
3:16, “should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life”; and Ephesians 2:3-5, “and 
were by nature the children of wrath 
... but God. . . hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ.” God has provided 
an alternative, a way of escape. Imme- 
diately we receive the gift of God, we 
receive a new heritage, and eternal life 
is ours. When we turn from the wages 
of sin to the gift of God, we pass from 
death unto life, for “in him [Christ] 
was life" (John’ 1:4). He “hath abol- 
ished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel” 
(2 Tim. 1:10). Also, as we-read in He- 
brews 2:14, “Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also -himseif likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil.” 

Three opposites: sin and God — wages 
and gift—death and eternal life. How 
can we fail to make the right choice 
when God ‘has made the way so plain? 
“For the wages of sin is death; but the 
gift’ of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 


Notes on Open Letters 


Dr. Trumbull’s aa Dr. Chafer's 
Teaching on Victory 


I have read with profit Dr. Trum- 
bull’s two booklets on the Victorious 
Life. Many- of us wish that there were 
less of ‘defeat and more of victory in 
our lives. 

I have also ‘read- ith profit Dr. 
ge be Sperry Chafer’s book, “He That 

Is Spiritual.” Many of us wish that 
there were less of the carnal and more 
of the spiritual in our lives. 

Now both books deal with a pigher 
life beyond en, Dr, Trum 
bull speaks of vi ~~? & through faith 
in Christ, ete:>~ Dr.~Chafer aks of 

spiritual living one ol ience to 
t e promptings of the Holy Spirit, etc. 
. Now are these two Bible teachers 
talking about the same thing? Or are 
they talk about two different things 


after justification? Must we d d 
upon both Christ and the Holy Spirit 
for the “abundant life” after ca- 

ink one 


tion? -Or did Dr. Trambull 
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thing ead Dr. Chafer another: I think 
th are aiming at the right thing 

— but to.me they do not say 

thing.—A Maryland pastor. 

Dr. Trumbull taught and Dr. Chafer 
still teaches that victory over sin in the 
life of a believer comes only through 
the power of God in that life. But each 
stressed a slightly different aspect of the 
outworking of — power in the Chris- 
tian. 

In his soieiauias entitled “The Life 

That Wins,” which was his owh personal 

testimony and of which 665,000 copies 
have been printed to date, Dr. Trumbull 
began, “There is only one life that wins; 
and that is the life of Jesus Christ.” 
He then went on to show that it is Christ 
dwelling within the believer who gives 
him victory over sin. He laid consider- 
able stress on Philippians 1:21, “To me 
to live is Christ.” He also’referred to 
Ephesians 4:12, 13; John 15; Ephesians 
3: 14-21; Galatians 2:20; Romans 8:2; and 
other passages. . 
In his book, “He That Is Spiritual,” 
published by the Times in 1918, Dr. 
Chafer deals very fully with the subject 
of the indwelling of the believer by the 
Holy Spirit. A number of the passages 
referred to by Dr. Trumbull are also 
mentioned by Dr. Chafer,. though his 
book is much more extensive and he 
therefore uses a much larger number 
of texts. Both men gave sound and 
Scriptural teaching on the way of vic- 
tory over sin. It is well to remember 
that Dr. Chafer and Dr. Trumbull were 
close friends as long as Dr, Trumbull 
lived, and that Tue Sunpay ScHoo. Times 
first published a number of Dr. Chafer’s 
books. 

The Scripture shows that both Christ 
and the Holy Spirit, who are one. with 
God the Trinity, work within the 
believer. Christ said, “And I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you’ an- 
other Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; 
whom the world cannot réceive, because 
it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with 
you, and shall be in you” (John 14:16, 
17). He also said, in the same chapter 
(v. 23), “If a man love me, he will keep 


‘ my words: and my Father will love 


him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him.” Paul said, 
“I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13); he 
also prayed, for the Ephesians, “that he 
would grant you, according to the riches 
of his glory, to be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded 
in love . . . might be filled with all the 
fulness of God” (Eph. 3:16-19). So it 
is evident that the three Persons of the 
Trinity. are ,united, in the work of 
strengthening the believer, and enabling 
him to carry out the commands and the 
principles given us in the Word of God. 


(Centinued on page 894) 
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Lesson. for-September 28 


“Lord, | believe. And he wonhipond him.” 
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il. The Verdies of the Man Born Blind 





ing the verdict of a man whose life 

was completely transformed as the 
result of his meeting with Christ Jesus 
and who, -thereby, became a devoted 
worshiper. This man was one whose 
life had been greatly limited, both as 
to its development, its usefulness, and of 
course as to its enjoyment. He had been 
born blind and therefore had never once 
seen the sun’s rays nor his mother’s 
face, and to him had been denied the 
opportunity of even a single glimpse 
at the glories afid beauties of nature. 
There is ao indication that he made any 
attempt to seek the’ Lord in the hope 
that He might heal him. On the con- 
trary, it seems that Christ Jesus sought 
him out, for He explained to His dis- 
ciples that the man’s affliction was not 
due to his own sin, nor that of his par- 
ents, “but that the. works of God should 
be made manifest in him” (John 9:3). 


Seeing for the. First Time 


Christ then, as John records in the 
ninth chapter of his Gospel, made clay, 
anointed the eyes of the man, and told 
him to go to the Pool of Siloam and 
wash his face there. There was some- 
thing in the manner of the Lord, both 
of calm authority and also of tender 
sympathy, which so impressed the blind 
man that, without questioning or hesi- 
tation, he obeyed, feeling his way along 
the narrow streets of the city until he 
came to the well-known Pool, the name 
of which means “sent.” He “washed, 
and came seeing.” If we had the time, 
it would be well worth the effort to 
try to imagine the thoughts and impres- 
sions that came into that man’s mind 
as for the first time he saw. Probably 
the first thing of which he was conscious 
was his own face mirrored in the watérs 
of the pool, and for the first time he 
realized the filth and the dirt of his 
own person. As he went back to his 
home and to his friends, his eyes must 
have feasted on the various colors and 
shades that he saw about him on every 
hand, and he rejoiced to be able to see 
his way before him instead of having 
to grope and feel his wy along step 
by step. 

At this time, however, the matter of 
special interest is that of the man’s faith 
and how it developed as the result of 
his coming into contact with Jésus 
Christ. Immediately his friends and 
neighbors realized the tremendous 
change that had come into his life and 
they crowded around asking him how 
it happened and what was its cause. His 
reply was; “A man that is called Jesus 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes; and 
said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, 


I’ THIS article we shall be consider- 





This is the second in a series of 
seven articles by Dr. Soltau on the 
Lord’s question to His disciples, 
“Who do men say that Iam?” Last 
week he took up the verdict of the 
Samaritans; and. in the following 
issues he will discuss the verdicts 
of the centurion of Capernaum, Caia- 
phas, Pilate, the centurion at the 
cross; and, finally, the reader’s ver- 
dict. In this article Dr. Soltau not only 
takes up the case of the blind man, 
but shows how Christ deals with 
each individual, even today, in ac- 
cordance with his particular needs 


—— — 








and wash.” Notice the expression, “a 
man that.is called Jesus.” In the ex- 
citement of suddenly gaining his sight 
the man was fairly intoxicated: with the 
richness and fullness of the new life 
into which he had entered; he had not 
yet stopped to ask himself concerning 
the person of Him who had wrought 
this wondrous change. He referred to 
Him therefore as the “man that is called 
Jesus.” i 


Very soon, however, the Pharisees, 
who were the implacable enemies of 
Jesus Christ, went to the healed man, 
some of them trying to tell him. that 
the One who had healed him was a sin- 
ner ahd then asked him as to his own 
opinion on the subject. Immediately 
the reply came back, “He is a prophet,” 
for the healed man himself, realizing the 
magnitude of the miracle that had been 
wrought in him, was bold to deny the 
possibility that it could have been ef- 
fected by one who was out of touch with 
God. The argument continued as it was 
carried on by those religious leaders 
who sought every possible means to dis- 
credit the miracle, having already se- 
cretly decided that any man who con- 
fessed that Jesus was the Christ would 
be excommunicated from the synagogue. 
Again they returned to bring more pres- 
sure to bear upon the healed man whose 
eyes had not only been opened physi- 
cally, but whose spiritual intelligence 
was rapidly. being awakened to the 
hypocrisy and the hatred in the hearts 
of these mien who’ had willfully closed 
their minds to any just appraisal of the 
evidence afforded by the life, the words, 
and the works of Jesus of Nazareth. 
This time the man whose sight had: been 
given to him hurls the challenge’ at his 
questioners, “If ‘this man were not of 
God, he could do nothing” (v. 33), and 
they, having no proper answer .to it, 
, upbraided him and promptly ont him 
out of the synagogue. 


. It was after this had taken place that 
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By T. STANLEY SOLTAU, D.D. 


Christ Jesus again met him and, know- 
ing how the man’s mind must have been 
disturbed by the utterly unjust treat- 
ment that he had received, and knowing 
also that he was now ready for further 
enlightenment, asked him the question, 
“Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
Hungry for the truth,’ the man replied, 
“Who is he, Lord, that I might believe 
on him?” At once the Lord revealed 
Himself as that One, and the immediate 
response that came from the man’s heart 
was, “Lord, I believe. And he worship- 
ped him.” The growth or development 
in the man’s faith and spiritual under- 
standing was remarkable. At the very 
beginning he had sufficient faith to put 
to the test the Lord’s words, and the 
greatest desire and need of his life 
were met, for he received his sight. 
The Lord always honors faith that 
leads to obedience, even though it may 


” be sadly lacking ini spiritual intelligence. 


As we have seen, while the miracle had 
been worked because of his obedient 
faith, he was far from understanding 
or appreciating the majesty and the glory 
of the One who had so suddenly and 
so mysteriously transformed his life and 
outlook. However, as he encountered 
the opposition and the false charges of 
the Pharisees, he was forced to an ex- 
amination of the meaning of the remark- 
able experience that had been his, and 
step by step he was compelled to the 
conviction that He who had brought it 
about could not have been a sinner, but 
must indeed have been empowered and 
directed in a special way by God Him- 
self from on high. Being cast out of 
the synagogue could not shake that con- 
viction, and he was ready for the addi- 
tional revelation that was given to him 
by, the very One who had healed him 
and who now openly claimed to be the 
Son of God. At once he expressed his 
eagerness to believe ‘and then mani- 
fested his faith by an act of worship. 


Meeting Each One’s Need 


An interesting study is that of the 
way in which Christ Jesus deals with 
different individuals. In every case He 
treats them in a manner that exactly 
fits the conditions of their life and meas- 
ure of understandings To some He ap- 
peals through their sense of need; to 
others on the basis of logic and intellect; 
to some He speaks directly, giving them 
a sudden flash of revélation of Himself; 
while to others, He speaks gently and 
leads them through a’ process of devel- 
opment. In every case, however, the 
final result is the same: an unshakable 
conviction in Himself as God’s own Son 
and the perfect Saviour of all who com- 


(Continued on page 893) 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





tions vary much in different areas. 

Dr. Charles Ernest Scott writes me 
of the North East: “Contrary to the writ- 
ten pledges, Moscow has rearmed Chinese 
Communists with vast armaments from 
the surrendered Japanese armies in Man- 
churia. As in 1926-1934, they openly 
declare ‘war to the death on Christian- 
ity” Christians are evicted from their 
farms on the threat of burying ir 
children alive and reducing their 
churches to powder, brick by brick. 
Wherever Communists can shoulder in, 
they grab and. oust, as ‘capitalists,’ 
farmers who possess no more than a 
third of an acre. China is suffering 
from them in loss of property and lives 
far more than from the Japanese in- 
vaders.” 

Dr. Scott refers to the fact that his 
daughter, Mrs. Stam, and her husband 
were beheaded by Chinese Communist 
soldiers, under four Red Russian officers. 

On the dther hand, Bishop Houghton, 
general director of the China Inland 
Mission, “would shout on the housetops 
of Zion that the dominant note now is 
not chaos, but opportunity,” especially 
in those areas in which the China Inland 


C'tons is a vast country, and condi- 


Mission is working. Responsiveness to 


the Gospel, which was so marked in the 
west and particularly among the edu- 
cated, has spread to the whole country 
and is not confined to any select group. 
It is not merely a time for seed-sowing; 
there is a harvest waiting to be reaped. 

“The Spirit of God is working among 
both university and high school students. 
In most government universities there 
is now a nucleus of young Christians 
with a definite experience of salvation, 
and the China Inter-Varsity Fellowship 
is seeking to establish itself in Nanking 
and Shanghai and to reach out to the 
whole field. Letters received describe 
this work in all its stages— the. first 
openings in schools and colleges, the 
first conversions, the drawing together 


' of Christian students, and their concern 


for their unsaved friends. It was never 
so seen in China. The second develop- 
ment is the springing up of theological 
seminaries and Bible institutes all over 
China. Many ofthe young people who 
enter these institutions are the first fruits 
of the movement among students.” 


The Hebrew Christian reports on a 
conference of Christian workers among 
French Jews. One of these workers, 
Madeleine Barot, a cultivated .woman, 
chose to be a prisoner for two years 
in the terrible Gurs concentration camp 
in order\ to minister to Jews there. 
She is now _ general secretary of 
C.LM.A.D.E., the French Protestant so- 


ciety for relief of Jews.. The Rev. 
Jacques Delpech is devoting all his time 
looking after 1,200 Hebrew Christian 
refugees in France. André Jean Men- 
del, an earnest Hebrew-Christian, is 
business administrator of C,I.M.A.D.E. 
Prof. Wilhelm Vischer of Basel led the 
conference in a study of the Mystery 
of Israel, based on Romans 9 to 12. 

There are 200 Hebrew-Christians in 
Switzerland who are allowed to work 
while the business boom ‘in. Switzerland 
lasts, but will not be allowed to become 
Swiss citizens. 

The same publication gives an inter- 
esting account of early Hebrew-Chris- 
tians in Poland as, for example, Abra- 
ham Schwarzenberg who, when he was 
baptizéd, assumed an additional name, 
Jacob, to. indicate his continued love of 
Israel. He had baptized himself, before 
his formal baptism, having become a 
Christian by reading the New Testa- 
ment. Refusing every assistance, he 
made his living by selling apples in the 
streets of Warsaw.. Once when police 
were beating up Jews for assaulting him, 
he knelt down in the street and would 
not rise until they left off. He wore 
the uncomely garb of the pious Polish 
Jew to the end, saying, “I am still a 
Jew, formerly an unbelieving one, now 
believing. I wish to bear the reproach 
with my brethren.” 

Another remarkable Hebrew-Chris- 
tian was Adolf Janasz, a wealthy land- 
owner. He founded an orphanage on his 
estate and employed a Bible woman to 
visit Jews, also two colporteurs, retaining 
his concern for the spiritual welfare of 
his people until the end. © Theophil 
Lucky was a great Rabbinic scholar 
who, though ordained to the Christian 
ministry, lived the life of an orthodox 
Jew in the heart of Chassidic Jewry. 
His Hebrew-Christian magazine, Eduth 
VYisrael, was widely influential. Brother 
Milchiker was one who used to walk 
the streets of Polish cities in all weathers 
calling on Jews to repent and believe 
in Jesus. His livelihood he gained by 
humbly asking for food, when hungry. 
He would enter a baker’s shop and sim- 
ply say, “My Heavenly Father has given 
you all these many loaves, give me a 
piece.” He seemed to have prophetic 
gifts, for, before the first World War 
was ever. thought of, he suddenly began 
to call upon his friends to flee from 
Europe and to go to Palestine. “Europe 
is on fire,” he would tell everyone. Sev- 
eral months before the outbreak of hos- 
tilities he disappeared, never to be heard 
of again. 

Brother Perlman was shoemaker and 
Baptist preacher at the same time, liv- 
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ing in a remote village, yet a great wit- 
ness for Jesus Christ. Brother S—, a 
simple artisan, was one of the saintliest 
Christians on earth. To be beaten by a 
brother Jew for his faith was to him a 
great inonor, And there were many, 
many more who lived and died side by 
side with their Jewish brethren in Po- 
land, true witnesses of Jesus Christ. 


The “Quarrel of the Gospel of Christ.” 
—On the eve of his martyrdom at Smith- 
field, John Rogers wrote.a statement of 
faith which included many well-directed 
thrusts at the false teaching of Rome. 
Then he passed thanfully to the stake, 
his wife and ten children greeting him 
on the road, one a babe at breast; and 
when the fire got a-burning he bathed 
his hands in the flame. The chronicler, 
John Fox, closes his story with, “He 

. cheerfully took his di ath with won- 
derful patience, in the dejtnce and quar- 
rel of the Gospel of Chri tt.” \ 

How feeble our own aie in compari- 
son! Instead of taking up the defense 
and quarrel of the Gospel of Christ with 
Rome, we have the Tri-Faith Holy Cartel 
in which a priest, a rabbi, and an apos- 
tate Protestant minister come out on a 
platform much as in the old clock tower 
in Nuremberg, when two or three figures 
would emerge at the stroke of the hour, 
bow and parade, and then return to their 
out-of-sight closet. , 

“I came not to bring peace but a 
sword.” We should take up the defense 
and quarrel of the Gospel of Christ 
against those who dilute and enfeeble 
it, as well as against those who-stifie it 
in superstition. It is gratifying to learn 
that there are those among Northern 
Baptists who are enlisting in this “quar- 
rel.” I have reported on the new foreign 


missionary society which conservative- 


Baptisis have organized within the Con- 
vention. Now they have approached 
their Publication Society with demands 
that truly’ evangelical and Biblical liter- 
ature be published by that Society for 
use in loyal churches, 


Tieir critical examination of the Sun- 
day school literature issued by the Jud- 
son Press for Baptists makes clear what 
is going on. The current Keystone 
Graded Courses completely reject the 
Biblicai-idea of Christ’s death as an ex- 
piation for sin. According to it, the 
sole vaiue of the cross, taken together 
wit Christ’s life, is the moral effect 
produced on men’s hearts by His ex- 
ampie of self-sacrifice and love, 

Salvation, according to Scripture, is 
granted to faith, but according to the 
Keystone Course the,idea back of the 
word “faith” lies closer to “commit- 
meat” —commitment to home, school; 
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and at play—than to belief and trust. 
The idea is hazy, but as far as one can 
judge, it refers to commitment to good 
conduct, and is a doctrine of works. 

This Keystone Coyrse has never heard 
of Prof. A. Yehudi of Heidelberg. It 
revives the old Wellhausen notions. The 
Pentateuch was put together long after 
Moses, and dates in its present form not 
long before 400 B.C. It divides Isaiah 
into three parts and as to Daniel, “its 
date is easily and accurately determined 
as 165 B.C.” 

The religion of Israel is traced back 
to the worship of a host of springs and 
wells, of sacred trees and mountains, and 
“the invocation of their brutal, tribal 
god who led them to make cruel raids 
on their neighbors and to overthrow 
them with savage slaughter.” 

Not even David and Solomon were, 
according to this Keystone Course, true 
monotheists. 

Coming into the New Testament, J. 
P. Berkeley of Andover-Newton tells 
us that the sudden death of Ananias and 
Sapphira was caused by worry and fear. 
The lame man at the Gate Beautiful was 
not really lame. He was a sad, dispirited 
man who had lost the power of effort. 

The plagues of Egypt are reduced to 
the consequences of: unhygienic living — 
neglect to clean up dead frogs, lice, and 
mosquitoes, with consequent sickness and 
death in families. This, we are told, is 
“the explanation of science.” The Temp- 
tation in the wilderness is treated in the 
same labored rationalist fashion. Pro- 
fessor Berkeley might well have occu- 
pied the chair of Dr. Paulus of Heidel- 
berg 150 years ago, so old-fashioned is 
he. ° 

The Conservative Fellowship of the 
Northern Baptist Convention has sought 
by questionnaire to find out the opinion 
of pastors and teachers on this official 
literature. .Some call it “impossible”; 
others declare they have abandoned it 
altogether. The Conservative Fellowship 
requests the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society to employ a staff of writers 
approved by the Executive Committee 
of the Fellowship and through such a 
staff to offer to conservative churches 
a body of literature so labeled as to be 
clearly identified as conservative liter- 
ature. 

“If the Publication Society is not able 
to accede to the above request, we would 
recommend that the Conservative Fel- 
lowship find some other publication con- 
cern that will furnish the literature re- 
quired.” 


The Gospel has been driven off the 
air by radio-Rome, which formerly 
allowed Protestant broadcasts. So the 
Pharisees of Rome are successful in do- 
ing what the Sadducees of New York 
are attempting to do. Many Italian pas- 
tors have been persecuted, one of whom, 
a Baptist, spent four years in prison 
charged with “incorrigibility in evange- 
fism.” All Pentecostal leaders. were 
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jailed for preaching. Every one of the 
ministers in the Waldensian Valleys was 
also in jail at least three times, and even 
threatened with death. 

American Relief for Italy had no Ital- 
ian Protestant members on the Central 
Committee. Some say there was no dis- 
crimination against Protestants in the 
distribution. American Italian leaders 
insist that there was, and themselves 
raised $20,000 for suffering Protestant 
children in Italy. It was remarked that 
the seal of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference was on every bale and 
box, often when the contents had been 
contributed by others. Their large sign 
was also posted on the outside of the Ro- 
man warehouse. 

When the last bevy of Cardinals re- 
ceived their red hats the Pope recited 
over each, “Receive the Red Hat, the 
special badge of a Cardinal’s rank. By 
this you are to understand that you are 
to be fearless even to the shedding of 
your blood in making our Holy Father 
respected and in furthering the welfare 
of the Roman Church.” 

So then “Cardinal red” stands for 
blood ! 

“And now, O Father [Holy and Right- 
eous, John 17:11, 25], glorify thou mé 
with thine own self,” were the words 
with which our Lord went to the shed- 
ding of his own precious blood. It is 
the only passage in Scripture where the 
title “Holy Father” is used (v. 11). 

In Pacelli’s parody he describes him- 
self as “Holy Father,” and demands that 
others should shed their blood to make 
him and his claims respected. 


Protestant French in Canada.—Mr. Le 
Tourneau’s father was a French Prot- 
estant who emigrated to Canada and 
finally passed to Vermont. Years be- 
fore, Joseph Vessot, another French 
Protestant, came to Montreal to preach 
the Gospel to Catholics of that and con- 
tiguous places. He labored many years 
and left a large family of whom Charles 
became pastor of St. Mark’s Church, 
Ottawa; Emma, head of the Protestant 
school for girls at Pointe-aux-Trembles; 
and others, useful Christians. Son Sam- 
uel was an inventor, who, with his gifted 
wife, devised a small grinding machine. 
Since 1885, when the factory at Joliette 
was opened, more than 30,000 of these 
machines have been manufactured and 
sold, also a large output of plows and 
instruments of precision. The machines 
received gold and silver medals at the 
expositions of Chicago in 1893 and of 
Paris in 1900. Mme. Vessot is the pres- 
ent president of the Vessot manufactur- 
ing plant, and daughter Alice and son 
Arthur are co-directors. 


The Bible school is the handmaid of 
the mission, and it is now being devel- 
oped by native Christians in China. In 
1944 an association of over seventy 
churches was formed throughout the 
three northwestern provinces of Kansu, 
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Tsinghai, and Ningsia, its aim being, be- 
side the upbuilding of the churches, the 
carrying of the Gospel into unreached 
areas with Moslem and Tibetan popula- 
tion. Two years later, this association 
decided to establish immediately a Spir- 
itual Training Institute for the prepara- 
tion of Chinese missionaries. They have 
secured Pastor Huo, trained in the great 
evangelical North China Theological 
Seminary, to head it. He is an able Bible 
teacher and a humble servant of Christ. 
The aim is to educate local young men 
and women who can speak the patois 
of the rural classes in order to train 
them in turn to give a reason for the 
faith that is in them. 

The Bible school of the Africa Inland 
Mission at Kijabe in Kenya Colony has 
students from as many as ten different 
tribes, all supported by their local 
churches. They work hard. One student, 
only one year out-of school, established 
two Sunday schools in the bush, with 
110 pupils. The native church in Kenya 
is now sending, from its own members 
ship, missionaries to other tribes and 
backing them financially. Once a year 
the leaders in the churches return to 
the Bible school to take refresher 
courses, 

The Cape General Mission plans for 
“a Bible training-school in several major 
language areas, and Bible training on 
every main station.” It already has a 
Union Bible Institute, with a three-year 
course, at Sweet Waters, Natal, South 
Africa. “We must lay heavy emphasis 
upon the systematic teaching of God’s 
Word to ‘faithful men’ in South Africa, 
strong and able leaders who can effec- 
tively battle the three great enemies 
of the South African Church —igno- 
rance, sectism,‘and modernism.” 

The Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance Missionary School at Nyack on the 
Hudson has trained thousands of mis- 
sionaries. The Alliance has had two 
other training schools, one in St. Paul, 
Minn., the other in Seattle-- The Simp- 
son Bible Institute. Now it has estab- 
lished a fourth, the Western Canadian 
Bible Institute at Regina, Sask., Can. 


Fontenelle is a little French village in 
the Gaspé, where the St. Lawrence 
River empties into the Gulf of St, Law- 
rence. It will be recalled that some 
years ago the parish priest, Father 
d’Anjou, led many of his flock out of 
the Church of Rome when he himself 
accepted the evangelical faith. It was 
a fearful renunciation. On his mother’s 
side there had been 352 priests in the 
family through the centuries, a veritable 
tribe of Levi. He gave up competence 
and comforts to go into poverty and to 
face persecution. When on an evange- 
listic journey in New Brunswick his 
home was destroyed by arson fire, to- 
gether with his papers and entire library. 
His life was threatened, his people de- 
nied work on government projects, 

Three monks, two brothers, and two 
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nuns were dispatched to the Gaspé to 
oppose his ministry. He was without 
place to study or to receive callers. He 
became sick, and, in April, 1944, was 
obliged to leave. Since then he has 
been offered good positions elsewhere 
and even invited to enter politics, but, 
as he says, “No one can serve his coun- 
try better than as a servant of Christ.” 

So now he is back again. It is a dif- 
ficult situation. “I saw and split my 
own wood, do my own washing, see to 
the upkeep of the house. Sundays I 
preach in both English and French, and 
on Wednesday evening hold a prayer 
meeting in some home. Having no car, 
I walk many miles to visit my people, 
and it often happens that when I get 
home at 11 p.m. I am at the end of my 
rope. Daytime I spend hours receiving 
visitors, even Catholics coming to con- 
sult me.” 

Mr. d’Anjou’s life is complicated by 
the widespread penury of the people. 
The northern climate is harsh with At- 
lantic storms and long winters. Land 
is poor, employment limited. So with 
“the care of the churches” come other 
burdens of charitable relief. Certainly 
this lone outpost of the evangelical faith 
deserves our prayer, sympathy, and help 
(Fontenelle, Gaspé Co., Quebec, Can.). 

A more recent letter tells of the cele- 
bration of Reformation Sunday by this 
little church of twenty-three families 
seceding from Rome. It was a bilingual 
service, the hymns being printed in 
both French and English and co-operat- 
ing in it was the mission at Moncton, 
N.B., of which M. Lanctin, another for- 
mer Catholic, is leader. 


At the last opening of the Montpellier 
Theological Seminary, the guest speaker 
was Prof. Wilhelm Vischer of the Uni- 
versity of Basel, who, by his remark- 
able publications, has brought into light 
again the profound unity of the Old 
and New Testaments, by exhibiting in 
each the presence of Jesus Christ. He 
spoke on the characteristics of the He- 
brew language, and showed, as an exam- 
ple, the innate dialogue between God and 
man which finds expression in many 
words. 

Thus God blesses man by communicat- 
ing to him His strength and well-being. 
The soul blesses God. The same word 
is used of both the gift of God and the 
thankfulness of man. Likewise with 
other words—alliance, peace, grace, 
pity, justice. The same word, emet, sig- 
nifies, at once, the fidelity and trust- 
worthiness of God and the faith of man. 
The believer who knows himself upheld 
by the truth and fidelity of God holds 
himself by faith united to God. It is 
the root of the word Amen, preserved 
in our liturgies, which signifies the truth 
of God and its acceptance by man. 

The reporter on this conference men- 
tions another faculty of theology in 
‘Montpellier, one behind barbed wire and 
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_consisting of 120 German prisoners. It 


receives the help of the old French 
seminary — the loan of books and other- 
wise. The director of this captive fac- 
ulty is a young German theologian who 
has just been given an honorary degree 
by the University of Bonn. 


Protagonists of the “Social Gospel” 
never tire of girding at Fundamentalists 
because of their little interest in social 
reforms. Certainly Fundamentalists 
are not interested in purely paper dis- 
cussions or in programs which never 
eventuate in anything. In Alberta, at 
the present time, is a statesman who, 
according to Sunday (Jan.), is bring- 
ing about important betterment results. 
His name is Ernest Manning, and he is 
the successor of William Aberhard, who 
was both social reformer and founder 
of the Prophetic Bible Institute. Man- 
ning, a farm boy, was converted under 
Aberhard’s preaching, and became the 
first graduate of the Prophetic Institute, 
of which he is now president. He is 
also Premier of Alberta and head of the 
Social Credit Party, which controls 
fifty-one out of the fifty-six seats in the 
Provincial House. 

Here are some results of his adminis- 
tration: free treatment of tuberculosis 
and cancer; free and improved treatment 
of social diseases; free maternity hos- 
pitalization; old-age pensions of a dollar 
a day; small school districts merged into 
large ones; provincial fire, hail, and life 
insurance at rates lower than commer- 
cial ones; soldiers’ rehabilitation board; 
farm debts legislation; halved interest 
on Alberta bonds. 

This isn’t . socialism—it’s applied 
Christianity, so he insists. “You can’t 
solve problems by politics. There are 
basic fundamentals that have to be ob- 
served.” These fundamentals he ex- 
pounds in Sunday morning radio Bible 
hours, 

How fruitless and jejune Rauschen- 
busch’s “Theelogy for a Social Gospel,” 
compared with the above accomplish- 
ments of a few years! Aberhard be- 
lieved, and Manning believes, in the 
imminence of Christ’s coming, which 
does not at all hinder them from bind- 
ing up social wounds of the present 
time. Rauschenbusch, the prophet of the 
“social gospel,” ridiculed and denounced 
those who believed and taught the com- 
ing of Christ. Of positive social gains 
he left nothing. 


Mission Notes.—Mr. Fairman Preston, 
Presbyterian missionary in Korea, is 
responsible for the statement that the 
Japanese Government planned to extin- 
guish Christianity in Korea. “It is now 
known that the edict of the Emperor 
proclaiming unconditional surrender 
came in the nick of time to save five 
thousand Korean Christians from exe- 
cution.” This was one result of the 
Hiroshima atomic tragedy that has been 
overlooked. 
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In Loja, S. Ecuador, Miss Ethel Fetter- 
ley, of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, was attacked and beaten. The 
mob was pouring gasoline over her 
when passers-by intervened. The Guya- 
quil daily, El Telegrapho, denounced the 
fanatics and printed the following testi- 
mony: 


“I wish to say that Protestant mis- , 


sionaries have done more than any other 
for suffering humanity. When they ar- 
rive at a place they form a group of 
believers. They not only tell them that 
‘God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son,’ they also educate 
them, raise their standard of living, help 
them to find employment. They incul- 
cate ideas of cleanliness and right liv- 
ing. In a word they transform them. I 
know dozens of cases.” 


_Maryknoll, a Catholic seminary in 
New York State, has sent 1,100 Mary- 
knollers, both priests and sisters, for a 
counter-Reformation movement in South 
America. They go chiefly where Prot- 
estants are at work. In one place, 
shocked by the idolatry and superstition 
of a local church, they burned the dirty 
clothes worn by the images. Whereupon 
the people rose up and denounced them 
as Protestants in disguise and almost 
drove them out. 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
now has a constituency of 25,000 Chris- 
tians in Annam. A French reporter says 
of these churches: “At times competi- 
tive recitations of memorized Scripture 
are organized. Young and old partici- 
pate with enthusiasm. I have seen an 
excellent grandmother of sixty or more 
years carry away the first prize and well 
deserve it.” 


Brief Notes 


Senhor Alves Reis, who was converted 
in a Portuguese prison, where he lay 
because of large scale counterfeiting, is 
now a beloved brother and evangelist 
in Portugal. In one big coastal town 
recently the crowds were so great that 
many people could not find room in the 
building. Afterward he went out into 
the streets and distributed more than 
2,000 tracts to the waiting multitude. 


Announcements have been inserted in 
the daily papers of Morocco offering a 
Gospel free of charge to people in sor- 
row or concerned as to the salvation of 
their souls. More than eighty requests 
from isolated parts of the country, from 
farmers, soldiers, and others, not only 
asked. for these Gospels of the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, but, after correspond- 
ence, nearly all bought Bibles. 


The Church of the Brethren, after 
supplying young tractor experts to teach 
modern farming methods to Chinese, is 
now sending six experts to Ethiopia for 
the same purpose. The Brethren Heifer 
Project has also been extended to 
Ethiopia. 
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International Uniform .Lesson 





- LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 28. WORTHY OBJECTIVES FOR LIFE 
Ecclesiastes; printed text, 1:2, 17; 2:1, 11, 24, 12:1-8, 13, 14 
Golden Text.—Feer God, and keep his commandments.—Eccles. 12:13 


Kine JAMES VERSION 
Eccles. 1:2 Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of 
vanities; all is vanity. 
17 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness 
and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit. 


Chap. 2:1 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee 
with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also*is 
vanity. 

11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, 
and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was 
vanity and vexation of spirit, and there wus no profit under the 
sun. 


24 There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat 
and drink, and that he should make his soul enjoy good in his 
labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. 


Chap. 12:1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them; 

2 While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not 
darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain: 

3.In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, 
and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders 


cease because they are few, and those that look out of the 
windows be darkened, 

4 And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of 
the grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, 
and all the daughters of musick shali be brought low; 

5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and 
fears shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and 
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because 
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the 
streets: 

6 Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be 
broken, or the pit@fer be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
broken at the cistern. 

7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it. 

8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity. 

13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, 
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 

14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every 
sécret thing,“whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 
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’ The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
¥4 SAID in mine heart.” “Under the 
I sun.” These are two of the key 
expressions in the Book of Eccle- 
siastes. It is the record of the efforts of 
a man tq find the supreme good, apart 
from divine revelatidh. He looks into 
his own heart, follows its dictates, and 
after trying all that earth has to offer 
finds all is vanity or emptiness. Worldly 
folly never satisfied anyone who sought 
it. Frivolity may captivate the senses 
for a moment, but it leaves regret be- 
hind. How many a devotee of pleasure 
has exclaimed at last, “Life is not worth 
living!’ Solomon tried to find solace 
in the pleasures of the wine cup, though 
determined not to act the part of a fool 
and allow himself to become a drunkard. 
He would drink in moderation, hoping 
in this to find “what was... good for 
the sons of men.” His Book tells how 
vain was the effort to find lasting en- 
joyment in self-indulgence of any kind. 
He had almost unlimited wealth, and he 
determined not to deny himself anything 
that his eyes desired or his heart craved. 
He gave himself, for a time, at least, 
wholly to the pursuit of self-gratifica- 
tion, hoping in this to find perfect hap- 
piness. But as he looked back upon 
wasted years and blighted hopes he re- 
alized that the selfish life is the empty 
life. All was emptiness and a pursuit 
of the wind. Nothing under the sun 
can satisfy a man made for eternity. 
His final judgment is that the only 
worthy objective of life is to know God 
and to seek te serve Him faithfully. This 
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alone gives lasting peace and satisfac- 
tion. 


The Historical Setting 


That Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes is 
evident from chapter 1:1. He is the 
only son of David who was king in 
Jerusalem. Just when he wrote it we 
cannot say, but we would gather from 
chapter 12:9-12 that it followed closely 
upon his compilation of the Book of 
Proverbs. He reigned from 1015 to 975 
B.C., according to Ussher’s chronology. 


Verse by Verse 


Eccles. 1:2.—“Vanity of vanities, saith 
the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is 
vanity.” The natural man finds him- 
self caught as on a great whirling wheel, 
with no power to stay the controlling 
hand of what seems like a relentless 
fate, as the following verses show. So 
he finds life to be all vanity and a pur- 
suit after the wind. But the Spirit- 
taught believer looks up and sees an ex- 
alted Christ at God’s right hand and 
knows that He is, in Himself, the wis- 
dom of God, and so he can commit his 
life in confidence to His loving care, and 
can exclaim with gladness, “For to me 
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

Verse 17.—“I gave my heart to know 
wisdom, and to know madness and folly.” 
Determined to try everything that 
seemed as though it might contribute to 
lasting satisfaction, Solomon sought to 


enrich his mind with learning and cul- 
ture, and also to enjoy the vain, empty 
pleasures of earth, but each proved a 
disappointment and ended in “vezxation 
of spirit.” 


Chap. 2:1.—“I said in my heart ...I 
will prove thee with mirth.” There is 
a temporary excitement as one throws 
himself into the whirl of worldly folly, 
but it gives neither lasting peace nor 
enduring happiness. After trying it all, 
the verdict is “this also is vanity.” It 
is the judgment of the disillusioned mis- 
anthropist. He who lives for self, seek- 
ing to gratify his thirst for pleasure, 
will awake at the end to realize his 
days have been wasted, and he will 
loathe what once he thought so worth 
while. 


Verse 11.—“I looked on all the works 
that my hands had wrought, and ... 
there was no profit under the sun.” Even 
those things which seem useful and well 
worth while, such as the erection of 
great buildings and the laying out of 
beautiful gardens (vs. 4, 5), fail to meet 
the deepest needs of the soul of man. 
It would be poor comfort to a dying 
man to look back over a life spent 
largely in developing natural resources 
or improving property if he was going 
out into eternity without God and there- 
fore without hope. 


Verse 24.—“There is nothing better 
for a man, than that he should eat and 
drink, and .. . enjoy good in his labour.” 
To this conclusion the philosophical 
mind naturally comes, so long as one 
looks only “under the sun,” for God 
Himself has decreed that in the sweat 
of his face man should eat his bread. 
Labor is therefore a great blessing, but 
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true satisfaction is not found even in it, 
no matter how faithfully and assidu- 
ously one performs his tasks and no 
matter how temperately he conducts 
himself. 


Chap. 12:1.—“Remember now thy Cre- 
ator in the days of thy youth.” After 
trying every other object that might 
prove to be the supreme good for man, 
the Preacher comes back to God. He 
alone can satisfy. Happy is the one who 
turns to Him in life’s springtime, before 
the winter of life comes on when, to a 
large extent, the soul is no longer keen 
to respond to the divine voice. 


Verse 2.—“The clouds return after the 
rain.” These verses, through 8, are a 
beautiful poem, in which the body is 
looked upon as a house and it is seen 
going into decay because of increasing 
years. The light is no longer bright, for 
the mind is clouded. Youth’s spring and 
manhood’s summer are ended and the 
days of winter are coming on apace. 


Verse 3—“When the keepers of the 
house [that is, the hands] shall tremble 
[palsied with old age] . . . the strong 
men [the legs] bow themselves, and the 
grinders [the teeth] cease because they 
are few, and those that look out of the 
windows (the eyes] be darkened.” 


Verse 4.—“The doors .. . shut in the 
streets [the deafness that comes with 
years],.... the sound of the grinding [it 
is really the grinding-woman; that is, the 
tongue] is low.” The old man is nervous 
and restless and is up with the birds, 
and “the daughters of musick [the vocal 
cords]” no longer function as of yore. 


. Verse 5.—“Afraid of that which is high, 
and fears . , . in the way” as he walks 
with uncertain steps. “The almond tree 
shall flourish,” covered with white blos- 
soms like the hoary head, and little 
things are troublesome. “Man goeth to 
his long [lit., “eternal”] home, and the 
mourners go about the streets.” 


Verse 6—‘“The silver [that is, the 
spinal] cord be loosed.” “The golden 
bowl [the brain pan] be broken, or the 
pitcher Lthe lungs]” and “the wheel [the 
heart)” cease to function. 


Verse 7.—“Then shall the dust return 
to the-earth,” but “the spirit” as a dis- 
tinct, living entity, goes out to have to 
do with God. 


Verse 8.—“All is vanity” when life is 
over; if one has forgotten God, all is 
worthless, and life a tragic failure. 


Verse 13—“The conclusion of the 
whole matter” is that man should fear 
God and obey Him. This is his whole 
duty. 


Verse 14—“God shall bring every 
work into judgment.” Man is to be 
judged according to his works. There- 
fore it is important that he know God 
and serve Him—then he will not have 
to bewail a wasted life at last. ° 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. September 21. — Guidance From 
Great Proverbs. Proverbs 3:5-7; 
4:23; 6:16-19; 9:10; 14:34; 15:1; 16: 
18; 21:3; 22:1; 27:1, 2; 28:1; 29:18; 
James. 4:17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
1. October 5.—The Better Revelation. 
Hebrews 1 to 2; 8:6-13; Matthew 
3:16, 17; John 14:5-11 








The Heart of the Lesson 

God has created man with capacity to 
hear His voice and yielé to Him. This 
alone brings lasting satisfaction. To 
endeavor to find it in the world is only 


¢o be disappointed. There is nothing 


under the sun that can give peace and 
rest. All below is but vanity and like 
chasing after the wind. Only when God 
is given His rightful place does the soul 
enter into and enjoy the peace that 
passes all understanding. 


Lesson Qutline 

Life without God is vanity (Eccles, 1: 
2-17) 

Pleasure cannot satisfy (chap. 2:1) 

Wealth and opulence are vain (v. 11) 

The conclusion of the natural man (v. 
24) 

God should be sought in youth before 
old age brings decrepitude (chap. 
12:1-8) .« 

Man’s whole duty (v. 13) 

Judgment, the final test (v. 14) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

It is Christ alone who gives rest, both 
to the conscience and the heart. He came 
from above the sun to reveal God to 
sinful, suffering mankind. He invites 
all who labor and are weary in the 
struggle of life to come to Him, and in 
coming to enter into peace. 


Summaries and Applications 
Godliness does not mean that we shall 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT word sums up the philosophy 
expounded in the Book of Ecclesiastes, 
and how often is it used? . 
2. What phrase indicates’ the sphere in 
which “all is vanity,” and kow often is 
that phrase used? 


3. What is the meaning of the word “‘van- 
ity,” as here used? 


4. What answer has the writer of Ecclesi- 
astes to the philosophy of despair? 


5. Which two diverse roads did the 
Preacher find leading to despair? 


6. How can we avoid writing “Vanity of 
vanities” over our lives? 


7. Is chapter 12:7 the end for the Chris- 
tian? 


8. What verse sums up the ethics of this 
Book? 


9. Has chapter 12:13 a place in the Chris- 
tian scheme? 


10. What is lacking in the picture of God 
given in this Book? 


(Answers on page 887) 
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be permitted to go through life without 
participating in the ills that have come 
upon mankind because of. the fall. 

The wicked will be judged at the 
great white throne. But believers will 
be rewarded or suffer loss at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, when the Lord re- 
turns. 

It is impossible to get enough of this 
world’s good to gratify the yearnings 
of a heart which has been made for 
eternity. 

Solomon had every opportunity to test 
all earth had to offer—but his final 
verdict was, “All is vanity and vexation 
of spirit.” He himself asks, “What 
can the man do that cometh after the 
king?” No one else ever found satis- 
faction in a worldly life. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith to Boys and Girls 


HE twelfth chapter of Ecclesiastes 

would make an excellent motto for 
any born-again boy or girl to memorize 
as a pattern for life—a really success- 
ful and happy life. There are some 
things one can do in early youth which 
can never be done again, and this is one 
of them: to plan your whole life’s 
course. That is, to lay down the gen- 
eral principles for it. 

One of the tests of a Christian is: that 
he may know ahead only one step at 
a time, trusting God for the next one, 
but he can resolve upon and fix a’ cer- 
tain, policy to goyern from beginning 
to the end; and Ecclesiastes 12 is a clear 
statement of it. 


Alan Seegar, a young, British soldier 
and poet, advised the young people of 
his day: “At earth’s great market where 
joy is trafficked in, buy while thy purse 
swells with golden youth.” He was right 
in the timeliness of his advice, but he 
was not,wise in pointing to “earth’s 


-great market” for the spending. That 


market offers mostly to youth the 
baubles of the boardwalk or amusement 
dissipations; and many a boy or girl has 
been unwise enough to empty youth’s 
golden, purse into it with prodigal reck- 
lessness, only to find in the morning 
of sad realization the headache of a 
“Juckless” careér. 


Whiie standing with a friend in the 
street door of a New York office build- 
ing one day we were approached by a 
bleary-eyed tramp. He was ragged, un- 
shaven, and dirty, and begged for a 
dime “to. get a cup of coffee.” He was 
one of the most forlorn looking men 
I had even seen. As he passed on, my 
friend said, “You would be surprised to 
know who that fellow is.” And when I 
inquired, he answered: “He is 
once the celebrated fullback of the 
University football team.” I could 








hardly believe it. I recalled when that 
name was in -top headlines on the sports 
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page. What could have caused such a 
tumble as that? 

Here -are three phases of a well- 
rounded development — the kind which 
insures a successful, happy life: physi- 
cal, mental, and spiritual. Most young 
people today seem to appreciate the 
value of the first two. The famed foot- 
ball player appreciated the value of the 
physical, and my friend said he had 
been a good scholar, too. He put a high 
value on those first two items, but he 
missed the most important—the spir- 
itual. He did not remember his Cre- 
ator in the days of his youth. And the 
“evil days” came, and the years drew 
nigh when he had no “pleasure in them.” 
The sunshine and the light of the moon 
and stars failed to yield their wonted 
satisfactions. “Books and his food and 
summer rain knocked upon his sullen 
heart in vain.” His limbs, “the keepers 
of the house” trembled, the “grinders” 
_ (teeth) ceased because they were few, 
and the “windows” (those bleary eyes) 
were darkened; the doors in the street 
‘were shut in his face, the music he once 
loved fell dull upon his ears, and the 
one thing he knew how to crave and 
‘beg for was a glass of beer. 

Oh, young people, be wise in these 
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your early days. Put Jesus Christ first 
in all your plans while your purse swells 
with. golden youth. Invest that gold in 
eternal values. The athlete is an old 
man at forty—some even earlier. The 
successful businessman wears out; there 
comes the time when he no longer goes 
down to the office—or wants to. The 
true Christian’s spiritual life never dies; 
it stays young and grows stronger and 
expands as age advances, then goes sing- 
ing through the gates! 
Aveusta, Ga. 
+ 4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—We 
thank Thee that our Saviour has opened 
for us a’ way to Thee. We rejoice in 
the great and precious promises of Thy 
Word, and in the assurance and comfort 
they impart. Fill us with holy desires 
and noble ambitions, and then bring 
them into realization for us. Look in 
pity upon the needy, the sick, the lonely, 
the sad, and the sinful. Be to them 
refuge and strength, Saviour, Helper, 
and Guide. Send out Thy light and Thy 
salvation to all men., Bless home and 


IT'S NOT ALWAYS GOLD THAT GLITTERS 
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foreign missionaries, ministers, Sunday 
school teachers, and ail Gospel worker's, 
and make their labors very fruitful in 
good. Work, out in each of our lives 
Thy perfect will, and in all Thy ‘service 
may we lose the duty in the joy, for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. - 


After the Lesson.—The most important 
word for boys and girls in today’s les- 
son is this, “Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth.” For us who 
know the Gospel of Christ, this means, 
“Receive Christ as your Saviour while 
you afe young, and live for Him.” Many 
of the best Christians came to Christ 
at a very early age. Our lesson says 
youth is the time to remember God, to 
give ourselves to Him. A _ twelve-year- 
old boy came to a preacher and said, 
“Mister, how old must a boy be to be 





saved?” The boy was concerned about 
SEEK LORD 
IN THe ed | |FE 











the great question, but he was not sure 
he was old enough. The preacher’s reply 
was this: “My little friend) you must 
be old enough to know the Lord Jesus 
came to save you, and to tell Him He 
can have you to be His own.” Then he 
asked the boy, “Would you like to tell 
Him so?” The lad thought a bit, and 
replied, “Yes, sir. I'll tell Him right 
now,” and he did. The other day, in 
finishing a little talk to some youngsters, 
I said something like this: “The Lord 
Jesus says to you, ‘Do you believe I can 
see you safely through this life and 
bring you at last to the heavenly Home?’ 
and in your mind you say, ‘I believe you 
can, Lord.’ Then He says, ‘Will you let 
me?’” Right then, before I could say 
more, one boy spoke out and said, “I 
will.” Afterward he told the Lord for 
himself. Perhaps someone here today 


will do that, too, just now. 


Ho.iiysurn, B. C., Can. 
w 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Seripture: 

An Ancient Writer of Wisdem 
(Eccles. 1:12, 18a; 3:11, 14; 5:1, 2; 9:10a, 14-17; 
12:9-13) 

HIS lesson can be visualized and 
made more concrete through the use 
of pictures. Old magazines are a good 
source. Look for those showing—a 
preacher, marvels of nature, scientists at 
work, man’s achievements, people in 
church, children at work, person writ- 
ing (preferably in Biblical costume), per- 
son studying with books piled around. 
Adapt the discussion on each topic to 
the pictures at hand. 
If there are pupils who think they 
have learned all the alphabet proverbs, 
have them stand before,the class while 
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the others test them by calling for any 
letter. If one fails, he must take his 
seat. Those who remain at the end of 
seven minutes may be given a little 
award, if the teacher wishes. If no one 
has confidence to try the preceding, the 
class may “spell” some word such as 
PROVERBS or KING SOLOMON. 
Solomon has another title bésides King. 
See what he calls himself in Ecclesias- 
tes 1:12. Ecclesiastes is his book of ser- 
mons. One sermon is on science. How 
much did Solomon want to know? The 
first half of verse 13 tells. Do you sup- 
pose he was wise enough for that? He 
says that God made things so wonder- 
ful that nobody can figure them all out. 
Nobody can unmake a thing God made, 
or can make anything God hadn’t made. 
Who will be our “preacher” and read 
part of that sermon? (3:11, 14.) Now, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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let us think of some illustrations the 
preacher might use in his sermon: verse 
lla —autumn leaves, sparkling snow in 
winter; verse 14b— is an atom bomb or 
a telephone something that God did not 
make? In a way, because people make 
them; but they use only what God did 
make. Remember, God just, spoke, and 
there was a world (Heb. 11:3). He made 
it out of nothing. Could our scientists 
do that? No, they cannot make a thing 
really new, 

Another sermon is about going to 
church. Are you supposed to run around 
and talk a lot there? No, you ought 
to be quiet and listen to God: Who 
will read. part of that sermon? (5:1, 2.) 

Another sermon is about work. You 
don’t like to work, do you? Solomon 
sdys to put some “pep”-into your work. 
Who will be the “preacher” and read 
part of that sermon to us? (9:10.) In 
the same sermon Solomon says to use 
your brains as well as your strength. 
He tells a story about a little city with 
only a few people in it. A great king 
surrounded it with his army and got all 
his artillery ready to capture it. Of 


‘ course, the mighty king could take that 


little city! But in the city was a poor 
but wise man. He thought out a clever 
way, and-saved his ecity. Says the 
Preacher: “Wisdom -is better than 
strength” (v. 16). My mother used to 
tell me to let my head save my heels. 
Do you know what that means? 


In chapter 12:9 you will find: what 
the Preacher did to help people, besides 
write sermons — what some of his work 
was. Has he helped you? “That which 
was written was upright, even words 
of truth.” 


Books and books and books. Do you 
ever get tired of them at school? So 
did King Solomon. Listen! (Read 
Eccles. 12:12b, c.) And after he had 
read them. all, he “boiled” them all down 
into six important words (write on the 
blackboard): “Fear God, and keep his 
commandments” (Eccles. 12:13, Mem- 
There you are: nature, 
church, and books —all lead us to think 
of God and how great He is. “Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth” (12:1). . 

Orono, MaIng.. — 

we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Wise ‘Man’s Thoughts About God 
(Ecéles. 3:1, 2, lia, 14a) . 
OR today’s lesson, put a picture of 
beautiful flowers in the center of the 
clock face on the poster. 
Our Memory Verse is, “He hath 
made every thing beautiful in his time.” 
Suppose we think of some of the beau- 
ties that every child can see. There are 
dandelions almost everywhere. We dig 
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them out of our yards, and call them 
weeds. My little grandson brought one 
to me, and said, “Grandma, isn’t it 
pretty?” So we looked at it carefully, 
and it was beautiful. ; 

Grass, which is so common, is beauti- 
ful, too. And how thankful'we are that 
God made grass and trees green, not red 
or orange, for green is restful to our 
eyes. 

Once. upon.a time when my Martha 
was a small girl she came in with her 
little hand closed lightly, and said, 
“Mother, you can’t guess what I have!” 
I couldn’t, so she said, “A bee, and it’s 
so pretty.” Sure enough, she opened her 
hand, and there was a dainty Italian 
bee, with its gold and brown velvet 
suit, crawling on her moist little palm. 
Pretty soon she raised her hand, and 
with a little upward tilt, she said, “Fly 
away home, little bee!” And away it 
went. Don’t all try to catch bees, though, 
for they sting most people. , Just look ° 
at them in the flowers. 

You all know. how lovely butterflies 
afte, but did you know some worms have 
little patterns in colors on their backs? 
Little pups and kittens are so cute and 
cuddly, and baby chicks never lose their 
charm. 

These are all things children can: see. 
And they all tell us of a Creator who 
made things beautiful. 

All summer the gardens have been 
full of flowers and growing things. Now 
harvest time has come, and the gold of 
corn and pumpkins, the red and gold 
apples still make heauty in the land. 

When winter comes, the beautiful 
snow will cover the ground in many 
places. Did you ever see a snowflake 
under a microscope? Or the frost on 
the window, with its exquisite pattern? 
It is dazzling. 

, All these things tell us how beautiful 
God made everything for our enjoyment. 
But all these beauties could not save 
us. Adam and Eve were put into a 
perfect garden, but they sinned, and we 
have all sinned. Only one thing could 
save us, and that was that somebody 
must pay for our sin. We needed a Sav- 
iour, and: Christ came out of His 
heavenly glory to die for us, that we 
might be free from sin and its penalty. 

Let us sing this verse to the tune, 
“Jesus Loves Me.” ~ ’ 

Jesus made the stars so bright, 
Made the sun to give us light, 
Made the grass and ev'ry tree, 
Flowers and birds for us to see. 

Fe.ton, CALIF, 

we 


1* 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for September 28 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
anne, the or .. u ey ~ = 


trations are accepted from 
Times for 15 cents a tg $1 is "paid for each 
illustration accepted. os for tae one. 
Illustrations 


months in advance of the ts lesson, ej should 
not be Se earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” is given to illustrations 
on the — > lesson text. Because of i. 
ve rg We shortage, readers are asked to 
fimi e 


ae submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

A Good Companion—Fear God, and 
keep his commandments (Eccles. 12:13, 
Golden Text). 

We've traveled together, my Bible and I, 

Through all kinds of weather, with smile 

or with sigh, 

In sorrow or Sunshine, in tempest or calm, 

Thy friendship unchanging, my lamp and 

my psalm! 

We've traveled together, my Bible and I, 

When life had grown weary, and death 

e’en was nigh; 

And all through the darkness of mist or 


of wrong 
I found thee a solace, a prayer or a song ! 


So, now who shall part us, my Bible and I? 

Shall; isms or schisms or “New lights” 
who try? 

Shall shadow for substance or stone for 
good bread 

Supplant thy sound wisdom, give folly 
instead? 


Ah, no! my dear Bible, exponent of light! 
Thou sword of the Spirit, put error to 
flight ! 
And still through life’s journey, until my 
last sigh, 
We'll travel together, my Bible and I! 
—From Triumphs of Faith. Sent by 


Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Better Than No Light at All.—I gave 
my heart to know wisdom,\and to know 
madness. and folly: I perceived that this 
also is vexation of spirit (Eccles. 1:17). 
I cannot forget the confusion into which 
I. saw a conceited young fellow thrown 
once, when he. turned to an aged min- 
ister and, as if challenging discussion, 
said, “I am told you believe in the in- 
spiration of the whole Bible.” The good 
man answered quietly, “Oh, yes, my 
friend; and what do you believe in?” 
A little laugh covered the, defeat, but 
he continued, “But you certainly know 
what the great scholars say about it?” 
Again the calm answer met him: “Some- 
what; but what did they say to you 
about your soul?” Now the inquirer 
grew restive. “They say you are lead- 
ing men along with a farthing taper 
in your lantern.” To this the aged 
preacher only said, “Do they say men 
would see any better if we would let 
them put vo out?”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Hazel Thomson, Chi- 


cago. 
A Startling Contrast.—I said in mine 
heart,...I will ... enjoy pleasure... 


this also is vanity (Eccles. 2:1). I am 
an old man, not far from the eternal 
world. You may tell anyone that for 
the first forty-five years of my life 
I never had a whim or wish jungratified. 
I have seen life under many circum- 
stances and in many countries. What- 
ever pleasures there may be in sporting 
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life,‘ in political life, in military. life, I 
have tried them all, and until I was 
forty-nine years of age, I never knew 
what peace meant, Rest and true joy 
were unknown; whereas for ‘twenty-two 
years, since my conversion to God, my 
peace has been like a river.—From Mar- 
cus Wright. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


One Life or a Thousand?—There is 
nothing better for a man, than that... 
he should make his soul enjoy good in 
his labour (Eccles. 2:24). Someone has 
said, “Life’s greatest blunder is to live 
just one life when we can live a_ tou- 
sand.” May I draw this by contrast. A 
few years ago in the city of London, a 
woman died who had the reputation of 
being the “est dressed woman in Eu- 
rope.” The*chief item of her legacy to 
the world was a wardrobe containing 
almost a thousand frocks. But with 
the thousand dresses there was only one 
life. With each frock, the same unsee- 
ing eyes, the same deaf ears, the same 
enameled, painted face. Several years 
earlier there died in the same city a 
man who had one suit of clothes, a blue 
suit with a red collar on the coat— 
William Booth, founder of the Salvation 
Army. Just one costume, but a man 
with a thousand lives. One who worked 
and prayed for the poor, the friendless, 
the lonely, the tempted, and the unbe- 
lieving, and who projected his life into 
a thousand broken lives, through Jesus 
Christ his Lord—From Arkansas White 
Ribboner. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 


Petersburg, Va. Prize illustration. ’ 


More Careful About Roses.—Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth (Eccles. 12:1): The London City 
Missionary to Convent Garden Market 
was talking to a man who did not send 
his children to Sunday school or to any 
place of worship. The missionary 
turned to a beautiful tree standing by 
the man’s stall and remarked how 
straight it had grown. (‘“Yes,” he said. 
“It is a lovely shape, isn’t it?” “What 
is the secret of its straightness?” “It was 
well staked when it was a ‘sa 
“Then you are apparently more careful 
about your rosés than ut your chil- 
dren.” The man saw the point and 
looked a little ashamed as he said, “Well, 
perhaps I really will send them to Sun- 
day school.”"—From the London City 
Mission Magazine. Sent by E. Edmonds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


wg 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions ere on pege 884) 
1. The word “vanity,” used thirty-seven 
times. “4 
2. The phrase “under the sun,” used 
twenty-nine times. 


3. Not conceit (as we say, “Vain as a pea- 
cock”), but emptiness, to no solid 
end, 


4. Get above the sun, to God. God is 
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named thirty-seven, times, balancing the use 
of the word “vanity.” 


5. Worldly wisdom and worldly mirth (2: 
1, 12, 20): 


6. By heeding the injunction of chapter 
12:1. 


17. No. Read Philippians 3:20, 21; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:42-44. 

8. Chapter 12:13. 

9. The fear of God here enjoined includes 
the idea of trust — reverential trust. “Trust 
and obey” sounds familiar as a summing up 
of the Christian life. 

10, God is portrayed as,righteous judge, 
but His pardoning grace and His saving 
activities do not enter here. See how the 
Book ends, and compare with. the endings 
of the New Testament epistles, including 
Revelation. 


Wueaton, Itt. 








pling.” 


Angels Needed 


Often in times of extreme need, the 
Lord sends His ls, sometimes 
heavenly or human, beings, to help, to 
guide, or to comfort His people. 


Multitudes of Jewish people and 
Hebrew Christians are in great distress. 
You can be an angel to them and bring 
relief and comfort in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


You can make THE FREENDS OF 
ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RE- 
LIEF SOCIETY, INC., your channel 
of me toward affli Israel and 
po 2 ay w forth the love of Christ 

is earthly people. We are actively 
engaged in a world-wide ministry, 
sending food and clothing to many, 
and lifting up heavy-laden hearts by 
the Gospel edvetion and grace. 

In co-operation with C.A.R.E. we are 
able to send a substantial food parcel 
for $10 to supplement the starvation 
rations of some Hebrew Christian os 
Jewish family in Poland, Germany, 
Austria, Roumania, or elsewhere. 


We need your prayerful fellowship 
and your gifts. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Mr. Buksbazen will be available for 
speaking engagements in churches and 
missionary conferences after his return 
from an extensive tour in EUROPE. 
For engagements pleage write to head- 
quarters. 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philedeiphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M, Steele, President 
Dr. Jeseph T. Briten, Treasurer 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer fer Canada: 
REV. P. 5. DOBSON, M.A., D.D,. 
Prineipal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ortario, Canada 


Our quarterly bulletin, “Israel My Glory,” sent to all 
contributors Se hy > 
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Evangelical International Lesson “ 





LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 28. DEATH OF SAUL AND HIS SONS 


1 Samuel! 31:1-13 (Supplementary Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27) 
Golden Text.— The fece of the Lord is ageigst them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.—Psa. 34:16 


Kinc James VERsIon 

1 Sam. 31:1 Now the Philistines fought against ,Israel: and 
the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell down 
slain in mount GiJboa. 

2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his 
sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi- 
shua, Saul’s sons. 

3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit 
him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 


4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and . 


thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and 
thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer would 
not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and 
fell upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell 
likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and 
all his men, that same day together. 

7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of 
the valley, and they that were on the other side of Jordan, saw 
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The Lesson in General 


that the men of Israel fied, and that Saul and his sons were dead, 
they forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and 
dwelt in them. ’ 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines 
came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons 
fallen in mount Gilboa. 

9 And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and 
sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to publish it in 
the house of their idols, and among the people. 

10 And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaréth: and 
they fastened his body tc the wall of Beth-shan 

11 And when. the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that 
which the Philistines had done to Saul; 

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took 
the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of 
Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

13_And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree 
at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 

The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
and used. by permission, 


shot at him, and hated him: but 





By Tom M. Olson 


Introduction to the Lesson 
N CONSIDERING the close of the 
earthly history of King Saul— one 
of the strangest of Bible characters 
—let him stand before us as a warning 
illustration of those mentioned by Solo- 
mon, “who leave the paths of upright- 
ness, to walk in the ways of darkness.” 
Despite all of Saul’s shortcomings 
, and his many attempts to take David's 
* life, David did not rejoice at the hews 
of Saul's death, neither did he _hasten 


| to, seize .the kingdom. He poured “out 


his heart before God in the touching 
accents of a grief which, in solemn and 
affecting language, ‘recalls ' whatever 
would exalt Saul, and expresses the 
tender and affectionate recollections 
which his ‘heart suggests.” 

The epitaph, so to speak, which the 
Spirit of God places over the grave of 
Saul is, “So Saul dted for his transgres- 
sions which he committed against the 
Lord, even against the word ofthe Lord, 
which he kept not, and also for asking 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, 
to enquire of it; and enquired not of 
the’ Lord: therefore he slew him, and 
turned the kingdom unto David the son 
of Jesse” (1 Chron. 10:13, 14). 


The Lesson in Detail 


1 Sam. 31:1.—“The men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines.” To see 
Israel fleeing before her enemies is to 
know that she is being disciplined for 
her unbelief of and disobedience to the 
word of the Lord. The divine promise 
may be found in Leviticus 26: 3-8, 

Saul and his three sons and Saul’s 
armor-btarer made a quintette; and had 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 
published by the International 


Council of Religious Education,’ 
will be found beginning on 
page 883. 
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these five men been in the proper spir- 
itual condition before God, they would 
have been able to chase a hundred 
Philistines; and when the thousands of 
armed Israelites saw the first hundred 
Philistines on the run and falling by 
the sword, they would have been em- 
boldened to chase the entire Philistine 
army and put it to rout. 


A deep insight into the failure of the 
people is given us in their confession 
that they “enquired not at it [the ark] 
in the days of Saul” (1 Chron. 13:3) 
What but catastrophe can be expected by 
the people of God when they fail to 
consult Hjm in all their ways! / 


Verse 2.—“And the. Philistines ... 
stew Jonathan’ and Abinadab, and 
Melchi-shua, Saul’s sons.” Had Jona- 
than broken completely with his father 
and clung to David whom he loved “as 
his own soul” (1 Sam. 18:1), he would 
not have been numbered among those 
slain by the Philistines. 

David expressed his deep grief over 
Jonathan's death in the following touch- 
ing words: “I am distressed for thee, 
my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me: thy love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women” 
(2 Sam. 1:26). * 


Verse 3.—“And the archers hit him; 
and he was sore wounded of the 
archers.” What a contrast to Joseph’s 
experience with the archers! “The 
archers ... sorely grieved him, and 


his bow abode in’ strength, and the 
arms of his hands were made strong’ by 
the hands of the mighty God of Jacob” 
(Gen. 49:23, 24). It is interesting and 
profitable to notice that David gave in- 
struction to “teach the children of Judah 
the use of the bow” (2 Sam.'1:18). By 
making archers out of the men of the 
royal tribe, he was making provision 
against a sintilat calamity. 


Verse 4—‘“Therefore Saul took a 
sword, and fell upon it.” There’ are 
those who say this verse contradicts the 
story related by the Amalekite in 2 Sam- 
uel 1:6-10. (See also 21:12.) But there 
is no contradiction, as C. I. Scofield 
points ovt on page 353. 


Verse £.—“So Saul died, and his three 
sons ... that same day together.” This 
is exactly what Samuel had predicted: 
“The Lord will also deliver Israel with 
thee into the hand of the Philistines: 
and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me...” (1 Sam. 28:19), 


Verse 7.—“And when the men of Is- 
rael . . . saw that the men of Israel 
fled, .. . thew forsook the cities, and fled.” 
Again Israel is seen fleeing, and the sight 
so affects other Israelites that they aban- 
don their cities and flee. What an evil 
influence fear exerts! HoW needful the 
exhortation to “take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstan= ... and... to stand” (Eph. 
6:13). 


Seeing, as they did, that their leaders 
(Saul: and his sons) were dead, they 
could have penitently cast themselves 
in their weakness and fear upon the 
Lord, swning the justice of His judg- 
ment upon them, and He would have 
turned the tide of battle in their favor 
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Lesson for September 28 


—for He ever waits to be gracious (Isa. 
30: 15-19; see also 1 Sam, 7:5-14). 


Verses 8-10.—“When ‘the Philistines 
came to strip the slain,-. . . they*found 
Saul and his three sons... . And they 
cut off his head, and-stripped off his 
armour... . And they put his armour 
in the house of Ashtavoth: and they fast- 
ened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.” 
Thus the fallen king was not even spared 
that disgrace against which it was the 
last care of his life to secure himself! 
(See v. 4.) 


Verse 11.—“The inhabitants of Jabesh- 
gilead heard of that which the Philis- 
tines had done to Saul.” The mention 
of Jabesh-gilead recalls the fact that 
that was the scene of Saul’s victory over 
the abusive Ammonites. That was the 
occasion when the “Spirit of God came 
upon Saul.” He divided his army of 
330,000 into three companies and “came 
into the midst of the host in the morn- 
ing watch, and slew the Ammonites until 
the heat of the day: and it came to pass, 
that they which remained were scat- 
tered, so that two of them were not left 
together” (1 ‘Sam. 11:6-11).| 

Thus Saul saved the right eyes of all 
the men of Jabesh-gilead. Naturally, 
they never forgot what he did for them. 
Now they decide they can do something 
for him, although he is dead. 


Verse 12.—“All the valiant men arose, 
... and took the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth- 
shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt 
them there.” F. W. Grant says, “The 
prompt action of the men of Jabesh- 
gilead is like the resurrection of a good 
deed from the mass of corruption.” 


Verse 13.—“And they took their bones, 
and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, 
and fasted seven days.” When David 
heard of the valiant and reverent deed 
which these men had wrought, he said 
to them: “Blessed be ye of the Lord, that 
ye have shewed this kindness unto your 
lord, even unto Saul, and) have buried 
him. And now the Lord shew kindness 
and truth unto you: and I also will re- 
quite you this kindness, because ye have 
done this thing” (2 Sam. 2:5, 6). 

But David did not desire that the bones 
of Saul and Jonathan should be buried 
in Jabesh, on*the east of Jordan, conse- 
quently he had them removed later to 
“the country of Benjamin in Zelah, in 
the sepulchre of Kish his father” (2 Sam. 
21: 12-14). 


Outline of the Lesson 

Saul and his sons slain (1 Sam. 31:6) 
Saul and ‘his sons stripped (v. 8) 

Saul and his sons disgraced (vs. 9, 10) 
Saul and his sons buried (v. 13) 


Saul and Jonathan mourned (2 Sam. 1: 
12) 


Saul and Jonathan lamented (vs, 22-27) 
ALTADENA, CALIF, 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
12. September | 21.—Saul and Evil 
Spirits 1 Samuel 28:3-10 


Next Week's Lesson 


1. October 5.—David Becomes King. 
2 Samuel 5:1-12 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower : 


HAT makes the death of Saul doubly 
sad as a mark of failure? 
2. What is a vital spiritual lesson to 
be learned from Saul’s warfare? 

3. Who, besides Saul, as recorded in the 
Bible, committed suicide? 

4. How are the two accounts of Saul’s 
death (1 Sam. 31:1-13; 2 Sam. 1:9, 10) regon- 
ciled? 

5. How was Saul’s final end a judgment 
upon disobedience? 

6. Why were the men of Jabesh-gilead 
zealous to recover the bodies of Saul and 
of his sons? 


7. What were Saul’s great defects of char- - 


acter? 


8. Why did the Philistines put 
armor in the “house of Ashtaroth”? 


9. What was another way in which the 
Philistines showed their scorn? 

10. How far was it from Jabesh to Beth- 
shan (Beth-shean) ? 


(Answers on page 891) 
ve 


’ For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Lire’s FINALITIES 


HE death of Saul and,his sons re- 

minds us of life’s finalitieés, those con- 
nected with death which sooner or 
later comes to every one of us. Two 
major’ facts about death I learned when 
very young. One lesson came when my 
father passed away when I was five 
years old. Death makes a tremendous 
difference to-loved ones who are left. 
I still can remember, my father’s loving 
and powerful influence upon my life, 
and then as my sister and I grew, my 
mother constantly reminded us of his 
refined Christian ideals. Many a life 
that has passed beyond continues to in- 
fluence those who remain. Many a death 
makes the reality of -the Heavenly 
Father easier to understand as it adds 
one more tie to Heaven. Those who 
remain in this world Have serious ob- 
ligations to fulfill because the Lord has 
permitted them to stay here. 

What effect did Saul’s passing away 
have upon those who remained? Three 
of his sons went out of this world with 
him. Another son became king of a 
portion of the country and ruled weakly 
for'a time. Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s 
crippled son, was hidden, and lived in 
discomfort until David took the boy into 
his royal family. Were the four deaths 
of the lesson a challenge to anyone to 
live more abundantly? Read David’s 
words of grief when he learned that 
God’s anointed leader, and his own dear- 


Saul’s 
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est friend, was gone (2 Sam. 1:17-27). 

Another lesson which came to me 
early was the certainty of one’s own part 
in death. One of my little playmates 
was helping her mother prepare supper 
when the grease in the frying pan 
started to blaze. Frightened, the child 
grabbed the pan and ran into the gar- 
den, and soon her clothes were a mass 
of flames which her mother and neigh- 
bors were helpless to put out, None.of 
us knows when the angel of death. is 
going to call for us and take us from this 
world. When that time comes, none of 
our possessions and none of our ambi- 
tions can go with us to the other side. 
It is worthy to leave “footprints in the 
sands of time” for others to follow, but 
in the meantime what is our personal 
destiny? Can we say, like Paul, “To 
me to live is Christ,‘and to die is gain”? 

Could Saul have said this? He asked 
for death at the hands of his armor- 
bearer, but when his request was re- 
fused, he fell upon his sword. Up to 
that moment much of his destiny was 
his own choice. After that he must face 
his Creator-God. 

You may not feel serious about the 
finalities of death until it comes very 
close to you. Normally, yoting folks are 
concerned with living rather than dy- 
ing. A father gave wise advice to a son 
entering service, “Remember, it matters 
not so much how long you livé, but how 
well !” 

Saul’s life, for the most part, was a 
life of conflict. He was impetuous, like 
Peter in the New Testament. He wanted 
his own way in worship (1 Sam, 15:22); 
in his palace (16:14, 15); in honor and 
praise (18:7, 8); in hurting David (26: 
1, 2); in ttying to learn of the future 
that God had hidden from him (28:6, 7). 

How different was the closing scene 
of Joshua's life when he gave praise to 
God for His guidance in a long cam- 
paign of conquests and (victories. “The 
Lord your God is he that hath fought 
for you” (Josh. 23:3; Psa. 116:7-9, 15): 
The death of a Christian, from God’s 
point of view, is a triumphant event. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF, 
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Teaching the Juniors 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


Wwe sad message did Samuel give 
Saul in our last lesson? Do you 
think it came true? 


THe Lesson 

The next day when the Israelites met 
the Philistines in battle,-the men of .s- 
rael had to flee before the Philistines. 
The Philistines wanted most of all to 
kill Saul and his sons. They chased 
them a long way. Finally they killed 
Jonathan and two of his brothers. They 
could not catch Saul, but he was hit 
by one of their arrows and wounded 
badly. When Saul knew that he was 
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the others test them by calling for any 
letter. If one fails, he must take his 
seat. Those who remain at the end of 
seven minutes may be given a little 
award, if the teacher wishes. If no one 
has confidence to try the preceding, the 
class may “spell” some word such as 
PROVERBS or KING SOLOMON. 


Solomon has another title bésides King. 
See what he calls himself in Ecclesias- 
tes 1:12. Ecclesiastes is his book of ser- 
mons. One sermon is on science. How 
much did Solomon want to know?_ The 
first half of verse 13 tells. Do you sup- 
pose he was wise enough for that? He 
says that God made things so wonder- 
ful that nobody can figure them all out. 
Nobody can unmake a thing God made, 
or can make anything God hadn’t made. 
Who will be our “preacher” and read 
part of that sermon? (3:11, 14.) Now, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C: Smith 
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let us think of some illustrations the 
preacher might use in his sermon: verse 
lla — autumn leaves, sparkling snow in 
winter; verse 14b—is an atom bomb or 
a telephone something that God did not 
make? In a way, because people make 
them; but they use only what God did 
make. Remember, God just, spoke, and 
there was a world (Heb. 11:3). He made 
it out of nothing. Could our scientists 
do that? No, they cannot make a thing 
really new, 

Another sermon is about going to 
church. Are you supposed to run around 
and talk a lot there? No, you ought 
to be quiet and listen to God. Who 
will read. part of that sermon? (5:1, 2.) 

Another sermon is about work. You 
don’t like to work, do you? Solomon 
sdys to put some “pep”-into your work. 
Who will be the “preacher” and read 
part of that sermon to us? (9:10.) | In 
the same sermon Solomon says to use 
your ‘brains as well as your strength. 
He tells a story about a little city with 
only a few people in it. A great king 
surrounded it with his army and got all 
his artillery ready to capture it. Of 
course, the mighty king could take that 
little city! But in the city was a poor 
but wise man. He thought out a clever 
way, and~-saved his eity. Says the 
Preacher: “Wisdom is better than 
strength” (v. 16). My mother used to 
tell me to let my head save my heels. 
Do you know what that means? 


In chapter 12:9 you will find: what 
the Preacher did to help people, besides 
write sermons — what some of his work 
was. Has he helped you? “That which 
was written was upright, even words 
of truth.” 

Books and books and books. Do you 
ever get tired of them at school? So 
did King Solomon, Listen! (Read 
Eccles. 12:12b, c.) And after he had 
read them. all, he “boiled” them all down 
into six important words (write on the 
blackboard): “Fear God, and keep his 
commandments” (Eccles, 12:13, Mem- 


‘ory Verse). There you are: nature, 


church, and books — all lead us to think 
of God and how great He is. “Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth” (12:1). . 
Orono, MaIngz. - 
we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Wise ‘Man’s Thoughts About God 
(Eccles. 3:1, 2, lia, 14a) . 
OR today’s lesson, put a picture of 
beautiful flowers in the center of the 
clock face on the poster. 
Our Memory Verse is, “He hath 
made every thing beautiful in his time.” 
Suppose we think of some of the beau- 
ties that every child can see. There are 
dandelions almost everywhere. We dig 
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them out of our yards, and call them 
weeds. My little grandson brought one 
to me, and said, “Grandma, isn’t it 
pretty?” So we looked at it carefully, 
and it was beautiful. i 

Grass, which is so common, is béauti- 
ful, too. And how thankful ‘we are that 
God made grass and trees green, not red 
or orange, for green is restful to our 
eyes. 

Once upon.a time when my Martha 
was a small girl she came in with her 
little hand closed lightly, and said, 
“Mother, you can’t guess what I have!” 


I couldn’t, so she said, “A bee, and it’s, 


so pretty.” Sure enough, she opened her 
hand, and there was a dainty Italian 
bee, with its gold and brown velvet 
suit, crawling on her moist little palm. 
Pretty soon she raised her hand, and 
with a little upward tilt, she said, “Fly 
away home, little bee!” And away it 
went. Don’t all try to catch bees, though, 


for they sting most people. . Just look ° 


at them in the flowers. 

You all know. how lovely butterflies 
afe, but did you know some worms have 
little patterns in colors on their backs? 
Little pups and kittens are so cute and 
cuddly, and baby chicks never lose their 
charm. 

These are all things children can: see. 
And they all tell us of a Creator who 
made things beautiful. 

All summer the gardens have been 
full of flowers and growing things. Now 
harvest time has come, and the gold of 
corn and pumpkins, the red and gold 
apples still make heauty in the land. 

When winter comes, the beautiful 


snow will cover the ground in many 


places. Did you ever see a snowflake 
under a microscope? Or the frost on 
the window, with its exquisite pattern? 
It is dazzling. 

All these things tell us how beautiful 
God made everything for our enjoyment. 
But all these beauties could not save 
us. Adam and Eve were put into a 
perfect garden, but they sinned, and we 
have all sinned. Only one thing could 
save us, and that was that somebody 
must pay for our sin. We needed a Sav- 
iour, and Christ came out of His 
heavenly glory to die for us, that we 
might be free from sin and its penalty. 

Let us sing this verse to the tune, 
“Jesus Loves Me.” © \s 

Jesus made the stars so bright, 
Made the sun to give us light, 
Made the grass and ev'ry tree, 
Flowers and birds for us to see. 
FELTON, CALIF. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of. lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for September 28 
The Illustration Round Table 


Lasiete ving a sonal the lessons ior 0G end 
exp ing, co nm whic us- 
- ry — “ had from the 


are accep 
Times for 15 cents © copy: Y $i is 


id for each 
illustration accepted — i $2, bg e — one. 
Illustrations must Times 
months in advance oft the , and should 
not be cli from otptins “Tilustration Round 


Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the [ang A... lesson text. Because of the 
yy 8 paper shortage, readers are asked to 
it the =. Me a | ‘one lesson to 
ur illustrati 
A Good wey sie ae wid God, and 
keep his commandments (Eccles. 12:13, 
Golden Text). 
We've traveled together, my Bible and I, 
Through all kinds of weather, with smile 
or with sigh, 
‘In sorrow or Sunshine, in tempest or calm, 
Thy friendship unchanging, my lamp and 
my psalm! 
We've traveled together, my Bible and I, 
When life had grown weary, and death 
e’en was nigh; 
And all through the darkness of mist or 
of wrong 
I found thee a solace, a prayer or a song ! 


So, now who shall part us, my Bible and I? 

Shall, isms or schisms or “New lights” 
who try? 

Shall shadow for substance or stone for 
good bread 

Supplant thy sound wisdom, give folly 
instead? 


Ah, no! my dear Bible, exponent of light ! 
Thou sword of the Spirit, put error to 
flight ! 
And still through life’s journey, until my 
last sigh, 
We'll travel together, my Bible and I! 
—From Triumphs of Faith. Sent by 


Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 


Better Than No Light at All.—I gave 
my heart to know wisdom,\and to know 
madness and folly: I perceived that this 
also is vexation of spirit (Eccles. 1:17). 
I cannot forget the confusion into which 
I. saw a conceited young fellow thrown 
once, when he turned to an aged min- 
ister and, as if challenging discussion, 
said, “I am told you believe in the in- 
spiration of the whole Bible.” The good 
man answered quietly, “Oh, yes, my 
friend; and what do you believe in?” 
A little laugh covered the. defeat, but 
he continued, “But you certainly know 
what the great scholars say about it?” 
Again the calm answer met him: “Some- 
what; but what did they say to you 
about your soul?” Now the inquirer 
grew restive. “They say you are lead- 
ing men along with a farthing taper 
in your lantern.” To this the aged 
preacher only said, “Do they say men 
would see any better if we would let 
them put the'taper out?”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Hazel Thomson, Chi- 
cago. 

A Startling Contrast.—I said in mine 
heart,...I will ... enjoy pleasure... 
this also is vanity (Eccles. 2:1). I am 
an old man, not far from the eternal 
world. You may tell anyone that for 
the first forty-five years of my life 
I never had a whim or wish jungratified. 
I have seen life under many circum- 
stances and in many countries. What- 
ever pleasures there may be in sporting 
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life, in political life, in military. life, I 
have tried them all, and until I was 
forty-nine years of age, I never knew 
what peace meant, Rest and true joy 
were unknown; whereas for ‘twenty-two 
years, since my conversion to God, my 
peace has been like a river.—From Mar- 
cus Wright. Sent by M. H. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


One Life or a Thousand?—There is 
nothing better for a man, than that... 
he should make his soul enjoy good in 
his labour (Eccles. 2:24). Someone has 
said, “Life’s greatest blunder is to live 
just one life when we can live a tHou- 
sand.” May I draw this by contrast. A 
few years ago in the city of London, a 
woman died who had the reputation of 
being the “Hest dressed woman in Eu- 
rope.” The*chief item of her legacy to 
the world was a wardrobe containing 
almost a thousand frocks. But with 
the thousand dresses there was only one 
life. With each frock, the same unsee- 
ing eyes, the same deaf ears, the same 
enameled, painted face. Several years 
earlier there died in the same city a 
man who had one suit of clothes, a blue 
suit with a red collar on the coat— 
William Booth, founder of the Salvation 
Army. Just one costume, but a man 
with a thousand lives. One who worked 
and prayed for the poor, the friendless, 
the lonely, the tempted, and the unbe- 
lieving, and who projected his life into 
a thousand broken lives, through Jesus 
Christ his Lord—From Arkansas White 
Ribboner. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 


Petersburg, Va. Prize illustration. ’ 


More Careful About Roses.—Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth (Eccles. 12:1); The London City 
Missionary to Convent Garden Market 
was talking to a man who did not send 
his children to Sunday school or to any 
place of worship. The missionary 
turned to a beautiful tree standing by 
the man’s stall and remarked how 
straight it had grown. /“Yes,”: he said. 
“It is a lovely shape, isn’t it?” “What 
is the secret of its straightness?” “It was 


well staked when it was a ‘sapling.”, 


“Then you are apparently more careful 
about your roses than ut your chil- 
dren.” The man saw the point and 
looked a little ashamed as he said, “Well, 
perhaps I really will send them to Sun- 
day school.".—From the London City 
Mission Magazine. Sent by E. Edmonds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


wg 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions ere on pege 884) 
1. The word “vanity, ” used thirty-seven 
times. 


2. The phrase “under the sun,” used 
twenty-nine times. 

3. Not conceit (as we say, “Vain as a pea- 
cock”), but emptiness, leading to no solid 
end. 


4. Get above the sun, to God. God is 
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named thirty-sever, times, balancing the use 
of the word “vanity.” 

5. Worldly wisdom and worldly mirth (2: 
1, 12, 20): 

6. By heeding the injunction of chapter 
12:1. 


7. No. Read Philippians 3:20, 21; 1 Thes- 
Salonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:42-44. 

8. Chapter 12:13. 

9. The fear of God here enjoined includes 
the idea of trust — reverential trust. “Trust 
and obey” sounds familiar as a summing up 
of the Christian life. 

10. God is portrayed as,righteous judge, 
bit His pardoning grace and His saving 
activities do not enter here. See how the 
Book ends, and compare with: the endings 
of the New Testament epistles, including 
Revelation. 


Wueaton, ILL. 


Angels Needed 


Often in times of extreme need, the 
Lord sends His angels, sometimes 
heavenly or human beings, to help, to 
guide, or to comfort His people. 


Multitudes of Jewish people and 
Hebrew Christians are in great distress. 
You can be an angel to them and bring 
relief and comfort in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


You can make THE FREENDS OF 
ISRAEL ne AND RE- 
LIEF SOCIETY, IN our channel 
of mercy toward alicked Israel and 
peg Dy ow forth the love of Christ 

is earthly people. We are actively 
engaged in a world-wide ministry, 
sending food and clothing to many, 
and lifting up heav y-laden hearts by 
the Gospel sslvetion and grace. 

In co-operation with C.A.R.E. we are 
able to send a substantial food parcel 
for $10 to supplement the starvation 
rations of some Hebrew Christian os 
Jewish family in Poland, Germany, 
Austria, Roumania, or elsewhere. 


We need your prayerful fellowship 
and your gifts. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Mr. Buksbazen will be available for 
speaking engagements in churches and 
missionary conferences after his return 
from an extensive tour in EUROPE. 
For engagements pleage write to head- 
quarters. 


The Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philedeiphia 7, Pa. 
Joseph M. Steele, President 
Dr. Jeseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. P. 5S. DOBSON, M.A., D.D, 


Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ortario, Canada 








Our quarterly bulletin, “Iorael My Glory,” sent to all 
<atdipesens end alse oo segue. ? 
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' Evangelical International Lesson ‘ 





LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 28. DEATH OF SAUL AND HIS SONS 


1 Samuel 31:1-13 (Supplementary Reading: 2 Samuel 1:1-27) 
Golden Text.— The fece of the Lord is agaidst them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.—Psa. 34:16 


Kine James VERSION 


1 Sam. 31:1 Now the Philistines fought against , Israel: and 
the men of Israel fied from béfore the Philistines, and fell down 
slain in mount GiJboa. 

2 And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul and upon his 
sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi- 
shua, Saul’s sons. ; 

3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit 
him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 


4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and. 


thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and 
thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armourbearer would 
not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword, and 
fell upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell 
likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 

6 So Saul’ died, and his three sons, and his armourbearer, and 
all his men, that same day together. 

7 And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of 
the valley, and they that were on the other side of Jordan, saw 


4 


that the men of Israel fied, and that Saul and his sons were dead, 
they ‘forsook the cities, and fled; and the Philistines came and 
dwelt in them. 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines 
came to strip the slain; that they found Saul and his three sons 
fallen in mount Gilboa. 

9 And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and 
sent into the land of the Philistines round -about, to publish it in 
the housg of their idols, and among the people. 

10 And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaréth: and 
they fastened his body to the wall c/ Beth-shan. 

11 And when. the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that 
which the Philistines had done to Saul; 

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took 
the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of 
Beth-shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

13_And they took their bones, and buried them under a tree 
at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 

The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 
copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 
and used. by permission, 











The Lesson in General 


By Tom M. Olson 

Introduction to the Lesson 
N CONSIDERING the close of the 
earthly history of King Saul — one 
of the strangest of Bible characters 
—let him stand before us as a warning 
illustration of those mentioned by Solo- 
mon, “who leave the paths of upright- 
ness, to walk in the ways of darkness. , 
Despite all of Saul’s shortcomings 
and his many attempts to take David's 


, life, David did not rejoice at the hews 


of Saul’s death, neither did he _hasten 


| to, seize the kingdom. He poured “out 
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his heart before God in the touching 
accents of a grief which, in solemn and 
affecting language, | recalls ' whatever 
would exalt Saul, and expresses the 
tender and affectionate recollections 
which his ‘heart suggests.” 

The epitaph, so to speak, which the 
Spirit of God places over the grave of 
Saul is, “So Saul died for his transgres- 
sions which he committed against the 
Lord, even against the word of the Lord, 
which he kept not, and also for asking 
counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, 
to enquire of it; and enquired not of 
the’ Lord: therefore he slew him, and 
turned’ the kingdom-unto David the son 
of Jesse” (1 Chron. 10:13, 14). 


The Lesson in Detail 

1 Sam. 31:1—“The men of Israel fled 
from before the Philistines.” To see 
Israel fleeing before her enemies is to 
know that she is being disciplined for 
her unbelief of and disobedience to the 
word of the Lord. The divine promise 
may be found in Leviticus 26: 3-8, 

Saul and his three sons and Saul’s 
armor-btarer made a quintette; and had 


He on the Uniform Lessons, 
ished by .the International 


Council of Religious Education,‘ 
will be found beginning on 
page 883. 


————— 
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these five men been in the proper spir- 
itual condition before God, they would 
have been able to chase a hundred 

ilistines; and when the thousands of 
armed Israelites saw the first hundred 
Philistines on the ‘run and falling by 
the sword, they would have been em- 
boldened to chase the entire Philistine 
army and put it to rout. 


A deep insight into the failure of the 
people is given us in their confession 
that they “enquired not at it [the ark] 
in the days of Saul” (1 Chron. 13:3) 
What but catastrophe can be expected by 
the people of God when they fail to 
consult Hijm in all their ways! 


Verse 2.—“And the. Philistines ... 
stew Jonathan and Abinadab, and 
Melchi-shua, Saul’s sons.” Had Jona- 
than broken completely with his father 
and clung to David whom he loved. “as 
his own soul” (1 Sam. 18:1), he would 
not have been numbered among those 
slain by the Philistines. 


David expressed his deep grief over 
Jonathan’s death in the following touch- 
ing words: “I am distressed for thee, 
my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me: thy love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women” 
(2 Sam. 1:26). * 


Verse 3.—“And the archers hit him; 
and he was sore wounded of the 
archers.” What a contrast to Joseph’s 
experience with the archers! “The 
archers ... sorely grieved him, and 


shot at him, and hated him: but 
his bow abode in’ strength, and the 
arms of his hands were made strong’ by 
the hands of the mighty God of Jacob” 
(Gen. 49:23, 24). It is interesting and 
profitable to notice that David gave in- 
struction to “teach the children of Judah 
the use of the bow” (2 Sam.'1:18). By 
making archers out of the men of the 
royal tribe, he was making provision 
against a simila¥ calamity. 


Verse .4—‘‘Therefore Saul took a 
sword, and fell upon it.” There’ are 
those who say this verse contradicts the 
story related by the Amalekite in 2 Sam- 
uel 1:6-10. (See also 21:12.) But there 
is no contradiction, as C. I. Scofield 
points out on page 353. 


Verse 6.—“So Saul died, and his three 
sons .. . that same day together.” This 
is exactly what Samuel’ had predicted: 
“The Lord will also deliver Israel with 
thee into the hand of the Philistines: 
and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons 
be with me...” (1 Sam. 28:19). 


Verse 7.—‘And when the men of Is- 
rael . . , saw that the men of Israel 
fled, ... they forsook the cities, and fled.” 
Again Israel is seen fleeing, and the sight 
so affects other Israelites that they aban- 
don their cities and flee. What an evil 
influence fear exerts! HoW needful the 
exhortation to “take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand ... and .. . to stand” (Eph. 
6:13). 


Seeing, as they did, that their leaders 
(Saul: and his sons) were dead, they 
could have penitently cast themselves 
in their weakness and fear upon the 
Lord, owning the justice of;His judg- 
ment upon them, and;He would have 
turned the tide of battle in their favor 









































































































































































































































Lesson for September 28 


—for He ever waits to be gracious (Isa. 
30:15-19; see also 1 Sam, 7:5-14). 


Verses 8-10.—“When 'the Philistines 
came to strip the slain,-. . . they*found 
Soul and his three sons... . And they 
cut off his head, and -stripped off his 
armour... . And they put his armour 
in the house of Ashtavoth: and they fast- 
ened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.” 
Thus the fallen king was not even spared 
that disgrace against which it was the 
last care of his life to secure himself! 
(See v. 4.) 


Verse 11.—“The inhabitants of Jabesh- 
gilead heard of that which the Philis- 
tines had done to Saul.” The mention 
of Jabesh-gilead recalls the fact that 
that was the scene of Saul’s victory over 
the abusive Ammonites. That was the 
oceasion when the “Spirit of God came 
upon Saul.” He divided his army of 
330,000 into three companies and “came 
into the midst of the host in the morn- 
ing watch, and slew the Ammonites until 
the heat of the day: and it came to pass, 
that they which remained were scat- 
tered, so that two of them were not left 
together” (1 Sam. 11:6-11).! 

Thus Saul saved the right eyes of all 
the men, of Jabesh-gilead. Naturally, 
they never forgot what he did for them. 
Now they decide they can do something 
for him, although he is dead. 


Verse 12.—“All the valiant men arose, 
... and took the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons from the wall of Béeth- 
shan, and came to Jabesh, and burnt 
them there.” F. W. Grant says, “The 
prompt action of the men of Jabesh- 
gilead is like the resurrection of a good 
deed from the mass of corruption.” 


Verse 13.—‘And they took their bones, 
and buried them under a tree at Jabesh, 
and fasted seven days.” When David 
heard of the valiant and reverent deed 
which these men had wrought, he said 
to them: “Blessed be ye of the Lord, that 
ye have shewed this kindness unto your 
lord, even unto Saul, and\ have buried 
him. And now the Lord shew kindness 
and truth unto you: and I also will re- 
quite you‘this kindness, because ye have 
done this thing” (2 Sam, 2:5, 6). 


But David did not desire that the bones 
of Saul and Jonathan should be buried 
in Jabesh, on*the east of Jordan, conse- 
quently he had them removed later to 
“the country of Benjamin in Zelah, in 
the sepulchre of Kish his father” (2 Sam, 
21: 12-14). 


Outline of the Lesson 

Saul and his sons slain (1 Sam. 31:6) 
Saul and ‘his sons stripped (v. 8) 

Saul and his sons disgraced (vs. 9, 10) 
Saul and his sons buried (v. 13) 


aul and Jonathan mourned (2 Sam. 1: 
12) >° 


Saul and Jonathan lamented (vs. 22-27) 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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Last Week's Lessen 


12. September | 21.—Saul and Evil 
ED «wk tine a . 1 Samuel 28:3-10 
, 


Next Week's Lesson 


1. October 5.—David Becomes King. 
2 Samuel 5:1-12 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marien Bishop Bower ‘ 


HAT makes the death of Saul doubly 
sad as a mark of failure? 
2. What is a vital spiritual lesson to 
be learned from Saul’s warfare? 

3. Who, besides Saul,’ as recorded in the 
Bible, committed suicide? 

4. How are the two accounts of Saul’s 
death (1 Sam. 31:1-13; 2 Sam. 1:9, 10) regon- 
ciled? 

5. How was Saul’s final end a judgment 
upon disobedience? 

6. Why were the men of Jabesh-gilead 
zealous to recover the bodies of Saul and 
of his sons? 


7. What were Saul’s great defects of char- - 


acter? 


8. Why did the Philistines put Saul’s 
armor in the “house of Ashtaroth”? 


9. What was another way in which the 
Philistines showed their scorn? 

10. How far was it from Jabesh to Beth- 
shan (Beth-shean) ? 


(Answers on page 891) 
ve 


' For Teen-Age Young Folks 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Lire’s FINALITIES 


HE death of Saul and,his sons re- 

minds us of life’s finalitiés, those con- 
nected with death which sooner or 
later comes to every one of us. Two 
major’ facts about death I learned when 
very young. One lesson came when my 
father passed away when I was five 
years old. Death makes a tremendous 
difference to-loved ones who are left. 
I still can remember, my father’s loving 
and powerful influence upon my life, 
and them as my sister and I grew, my 
mother constantly reminded us of his 
refined Christian ideals. Many a life 
that has passed beyond continues to in- 
fluence those who remain. Many a death 
makes the reality of -the Heavenly 
Father easier to understand as it. adds 
one more tie to Heaven. Those who 
remain in this’ world Have serious ob- 
ligations to fulfill because the Lord has 
permitted them to stay here. 

What effect did Saul’s passing away 
have upon those who remained? Three 
of his sons went out of this world with 
him. Another son became king of a 
portion of the country and ruled weakly 
for ‘a time. Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s 
crippled son, was hidden, and lived in 
discomfort until David took the boy into 
his royal family. Were the four deaths 
of the lesson 'a challenge to anyone to 
live more abundantly? Read David's 
words of grief when he learned that 
God’s anointed leader, and his own dear. 
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est friend, was gone (2 Sam, 1:17-27). 

Another lesson which came to me 
early was the certainty of one’s own part 
in death. One of my little playmates 
was helping her mother prepare supper 
when the grease in the frying pan 
started to blaze. Frightened, the child 
grabbed the pan and ran into the gar- 
den, and soon her clothes were a mass 
of flames which her mother and neigh- 
bors were helpless to put out, None of 
us knows when the angel of death. is 
going to call for us and take us from this 
world. When that time comes, none of 
our possessions and none of our ambi- 
tions can go with us to ,the other side. 
It is worthy to leave “footprints in the 
sands of time” for others to follow, but 
in the meantime what is our personal 
destiny? Can we say, like Paul, “To 
me to live is Christ,'and to die is gain”? 

Could Saul have said this? He asked 
for death at the hands of his armor- 
bearer, but when his request was re- 
fused, he fell upon his sword. Up to 
that moment much of his destiny was 
his own choice. After that he must face 
his Creator-God. 

You may not feel serious about the 
finalities of death until it comes very 
close to you. Normally, yoting folks are 
concerned with living rather than dy- 
ing. A father gave wise advice to a son 
entering service, “Remember, it matters 
not so much how long you livé, but how 
well !” 

Saul’s life, for the most part, was a 
life of conflict. He was impetuous, like 
Peter in the New Testament, He wanted 
his own way in worship (1 Sam. 15:22); 
in his palace (16:14, 15); in honor and 
praise (18:7, 8); in hurting David (26: 
1, 2); in trying to learn of the future 
that God had hidden from him (28:6, 7). 

How different was the closing scene 
of Joshua’s life when he gave praise to 
God for His guidance in a long cam- 
paign of conquests and (victories. “The 
Lord your God is he that hath fought 
for you” (Josh. 23:3; Psa. 116:7-9, 15): 
The death of a Christian, from God’s 
point of view, is a triumphant event. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF, 
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Teaching the Juniors 


By Vivien D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 


Wwe sad message did Samuel give 
Saul in our last lesson? Do you 
think it came true? 
, Tue LESSON 

The next day when the Israelites met 
the Philistines in battle,-the men of .s- 
rael had to flee before the Philistines. 
The Philistines wanted most of all to 
kill Saul and his sons. They chased 
them a long way. Finally they killed 
Jonathan and two of his brothers. They 
could not catch Saul, but he was hit 
by one of their arrows and wounded 
badly. When Saul knew that he was 
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hurt too much to run any farther, he 
said to his armor-bearer, “Kill me ‘with 
your sword, so that the Philistines can- 
not come and torture me.” But Saul’s 
armor-bearer would not kill him. Then 
Saul took a sword and fell on it to 
kill himself. When his armor-bearer saw 
Saul do that, he fell on his own sword 
and killed himself, 

The Philistines went to the battlefield 
to steal everything they could from the 
d bodies. When they found the 

of Saul’and his sons, they cut 
off Baul’s head and sent it around the 
country so that everyone would know 
they had killed him. They put ‘Saul’s 
armor in the house of their idol, and 
they fastened his body and the bodies 
of his sons to the wall of one of their 
cities called Beth-shan. 

Some of the brave men of Israel went 
in the night»and’ took down Saul’s body 
and the bodies of his sons. They cre- 
mated them and then buried their bones 
so thay the Philistines could not dis- 
honor them any more. Then these men 
fasted seven days to show how sorry 
they were that Saul and His sons were 
dead. 

A young man, an Amalekite, ran to 
David with the news of Saul’s death. 
The Amalekites were enemies/of God’s 
people, but this man hoped to get a fe- 
ward from David. He thought David 
would be pleased with him if he said he 
had killed *Saul, and he gave David 
Saul’s crown and gold bracelet. David 
asked the young man how Saul died. 
He said, “Saul was badly wounded and. 
he wanted me to kill him. I knew he 
could not live anyway, so I killed him 
and I brought you his crown and brace- 
let.”. But David was not pleased. Read 
what he said in 2 Samuel 1:14-16. 

The Bible says, “By thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned” (Matt. 12:37). See 
how important it is that we always speak 
the truth and say only right things! 

David mourned for Saul and Jonathan: 


He forgot how badly Saul had treated . 


him after he ‘grew .jealous. David 
mourned very much for his dear friend 
Jonathan (2 Sam. 1:26). 

When David heard of the brave sol- 
diers who had rescued the bodies of 
Saul and his sons, he sent them a mes- 
sage of praise (2 Sam. 2:5, 6). 

CoNCLUSION 

Saul was tall and handsome and brave 
when hé became king. Why did he fail 
as a king and his life end so unhappily? 

Next Sunday we shall hear about an- 
other king whose life was a success. 
Can you guess why? 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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My son, if God has called you to be a 
missionary, your father would be grieved 
to see you shrivel down into a king.— 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 
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The Treasure Chest for 
Primary Teachers 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: 
Different Ways To Die (1 Sam. 31:1-13) 


OW many ever saw a dead person? 
Just his body is left because his 
soul has gone away. 

This that I touch is my body, or the 
house in which my soul lives. The soul 
is that part of a person that thinks and 
feels and loves. And when the soul 
leaves the body, we say that the person 
is dead. But does the soul die? No, it 
goes on living somewhere. Where? In 
Heaven or hell. , 

Last Sunday we learned about a king 
who had only one'more day to live. 
What was his name, Sue? 

And everything happened just as Sam- 
uel said it would. The Philistines called 
all their soldiers together, some to shoot 
arrows, some to strike with swords, and 
some to use long spears. For in those 
days men did not fight with guns and 
bombs. 

The battle was fought on Mt. Gilboa. 
And Saul saw that God would not help 
him win. He saw three of his sons 
killed. ‘ 

Finally Saul called to the man who 
carried his sword and spear and asked 
him to kill him because he was afraid 
of the Philistines. But-the man would 
not do such an awful thing. So Saul 
took his own gword and held the sharp 
point up, then fell down upon it. Was 
it wrong for Baul to kill himself? Yes, 
one of God’s commands is, “Thou shalt 
not kill.” ' 1 

Our Memory Verse tells us why God 
did not help Saul (Psa. 34:16). 

So there are two ways to die — happy 
and unhappy. Which way did Saul die? 

Ronny, reach into the Treasure Chest 
for a doctor’s stethoscope. These ends 
the doctor puts into his ears and this 
part he holds over your heart. That is 
so he can hear the heart beatihg.- 

One time a pastor called to see a man 
who was dying. “Oh,” whispered the 
dying man, “the doctor has beén here 
to measure my heart beats, but he didn’t 


_have anything to measure my joy in the 


Lord.” Was that man happy? Why? 
This same pastor went to see another 
man who was dying. “Oh, it’s dark all 
the way ahead — dark, dark!” came the 
sad: answer. Was this man happy? Why 
not? . 

Yes, Saul died the unhappy way. He 
was’ never sorry for his sins and never 
asked God to forgive him. 

Martha, did you ever see an hour- 
glass? Look in the Treasure Chest for 
one. It has sand in it. See the sand 
running out, slowly but surely? Our 
days are like this sand. They pass along 
slowly but surely. Sometime they will 
come to an end. Can it be a happy 
end for you and me? Who can make 
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it happy? Jean will print His precious 
name on the board. 


Yes, if we-love the Lord Jesus and 
obey Him, He will take us through life 
to that beautiful place He has gone to 
prepare, Let’s sing about it — first, with- 
eyes open, then with eyes closed. 

(Sing fourth stanza of “I Think When 
I Read That Sweet Story.” If there is 
time, use fifth stanza also, telling how 
children in other lands are dreadfully 
afraid to die, until they have learned to 
love Jesus; then they go happily to the 
heavenly country.) 


Forestvittz, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the-Lesson 

Since the Evangelical International Lessons 
will not be treated in the Times in 1948, no 

lest, list will be;published by the Times. 

God Does Not Lie—The face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil, to cut 
off the remembrance of them from the 
earth (Psa. 34:16, Golden Text). God 
punishes sin. A mother and her little 
girl of five were visiting. The little 
girl misbehaved, and her mother said, 
“Sarah, you must not do that.” The 
child soon forgot and did it agdin. The 
mother said, “Sarah, if you do that again 
I will purfish you.” -Soon the child did 
it again. When it was time to go home 
the mother went for her hat, and Sarah 
was sad for the punishment to come. 
A young lady noticed it and said, “Never 
mind, I will ask your mother not to 
whip you.” The reply was, “That will 
do no good; my mother never tells lies.” 
As God is true He cannot clear the 
guilty. Punishment is stre—From 
Christian Union Herald. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Man’s Empty Success.—The Philistines 
followed hard upon Saul and upon his 
sons (1 Sam. 31:2). When a friend wished 
a great English statesman a Happy New 
Year, he said, “Happy! it had need be 
happier than the last, for in that I 
never knew one happy day.” When an 
English lawyer, whose life had seemed 
to be one long range of success mounted 
the last step in his profession, he wrote, 
“In a few weeks I shall retire to dear 
Encombe, as a short resting place be- 
tween vexation and the grave.” When 
one said to the great Rothschild, “You 
must be a happy man,” he replied, “I 
sleep with pistols under my pillow.” 
Compare the above gloomy statements 
with Paul’s triumphant acclaim, “For I 
am now ready to be offered, and. the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing.”—From the King’s 
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Business. Sent by. Howard M. Green, 
Laconia, N. H. 


Defeated by Snowflakes.—The battle 
went sore against Saul (1 Sam. 31:8). 
Napoleon proposed to invade Russia and 
bring its Czar under his sway. It is 
said that someone ventured to, say. of 
his purpose, “Man proposes, but God 
disposes.” On hearing the remark, Na- 
poleon is said to have teplied, “I. pro- 
pose, and I dispose.” But that was to 
leave God out of his reckoning, and it 
proved fatal. For God dealt with Na- 
poleon through one of His tiniest, most 
fragile creations, the snowflake. 
snows of Russia God defeated the pre- 
sumptuous Napoleon. “Russia shall be 
mine,” his proud heart had said— 
whereas the Lord was there. And be- 
cause of God, the Corsican’s proudly 
conceived invasion came to disaster and 
defeat. Emperors, kings, dictators, gen- 
erals, and statesmen are fools who leave 


-God out of their reckoning—From The 


Sunday School Times. 
Thomson, Chicago. 


Forging Our Own Chains.—So Saul 
died, and his three sons (1 Sam. 31:6), 
It is told of a famous smith of medieval 
times that, having been taken prisoner, 
and immured in a dungeon, he began 


Sent by Hazel 


to examine the chain that ,bound him’ 


with a view to discover some flaw that 
might make it easier to*be broken. His 
hope was vain, for he found from some 
marks upon it that it was his own work- 
manship, and it had been his boast that 
none could ever break a chain that he 
had forged. Thus with the sinner. His 
own hands have forged the chain that 
binds him — a chain that no human hand 
can break. But if we trust our Saviour 
He can loose us from even the chains 
forged by our own sins—From the Sun- 
day Circle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Forty-five Charms— but Dead.—And 
they cut off his head, and stripped off 
his armour, and sent into the land of 
the Philistines round about, to publish 
it in the house of their idols, and among 
the people (1 Sam. 31:9). Pfc. Lioyd L. 
Patheal of Carbondale, Ill., coming from 
a patrol in the New Guinea jungles, 
shot a Jap sniper from a sixty-five-foot 
palm tree. In examining the body, 
Patheal found the dead Jap had a gold 
Buddha charm around his neck, three 
lucky rings on each hand, an ‘amulet 
with good-luck signs strapped around 
his wrist, twenty-two good-luck tickets 
in his helmet band, an antimalaria and 
snake bite charm taped to his left leg, 
and written on bits of silk and stuffed 
in his pockets, fourteen lucky inscrip- 
tions which promised to make him im- 
mune to American bullets. Even if he 
had had a rabbit’s foot in addition to 
these forty-five charms, the American 
bullet would still have killed him, for 
death is not a respecter of good-luck 
omens. Death is a divine appointment 
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for men. Thank God for the thrilling 
exception mention in 1 Corinthians 15: 
51 and 52; also in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 
and 17 — hence the wise thing to do is to 
prepare properly for it—From Now. 
Sent by Mrs; Robert Vining, Franklin 
Square, N. Y. we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 889) 


1. He was raised up to be the king of Is- 
rael to lead the Israelites to victory in put- 
ting down the ilistines. Instead he met 
defeat and the sore wound that led to his 
death at their hands. 


2. Though Saul was fighting. against the 
false gods of the Philistines, the enemies 
of God, he fought in the energy of the 
flesh, not yielding to the Lord or seeking 
His will and aid. Saul’s warfare ended in 
defeat as such warfare must always end. 


3. Ahithophel (2 Sam. 17:23); Zimri (1 
Kings 16:18); and Judas Iscariot (Matt. 27: 
5). 


4. Saul was badly wounded and asked his 
armor-bearer to kill him, for he did not 
want to be killed by the Philistines. When 
the armor-bearer refused, Saul fell upon 
his sword to kill himself, and appeared to~ 
the armor-bearer to be dead. However, 
when the young Amalekite came along, 
there was still a little life in Saul, who beg- 
ged the young man to kill him. The man, 
knowing the king was dying, slew him. 


5. Early in Saul’s career he had been 
commanded to slay all of the Amalekites. 
This he did not do, though he had the op- 
portunity (1 Sam. 15); now it was at the 
hands of one of these Amalekites that Saul 
met his actual death. 


6. In the beginning of Saul’s career the 
Ammonites had come up against Jabesh- 
gilead, and Saul, on their behalf and in 
the name of the Lord, wrought a great vic- 
tory (1 Sam. 11). 


7. Impulsiveness and self-will; these led 
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learn, Thanksgiving and Christmas em- 
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Other books are on the way, remember! 
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him. to’ forget the laws of God and the rights 
of man. 


8. They wanted to proclaim that their god- 
dess had won the victory over the God of 
the Israelites. 


% In fastening the bodies of the king and 
princes to the wall of Beth-shan (Beth- 
shean), they were being particularly in- 
sulting, for this was one of Israel’s own 
cities, a town of Manasseh in Issachar. 


10. About ten miles. The trip back in the 
night as they crossed the Jordan River 
with the four bodies must have been ex- 
tremely perilous and difficult. 


West Cottincswoop, N. J. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 28 


4& Looking Ahead Toward Parenthood 
(Deut. 6:4-7; 12:18-21; Eph.) 6:1-4) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
‘used by permission. 


HILE many of us may have no im- 
mediate plans for marriage, it is 
important that we should, as our topic 
suggests, look ahead toward parenthood. 
In a very large sense parenthood begins 


" long before the birth of our first child. 


Just as it is too late, on the day a child 
is bern, to become concerned about the 
kind of physidal heritage we have passed 
on to the new arrival, so, in a large 
measure, it will ‘be too late to begin to 
think about the spiritual heritage we 
are to provide for him. We shall do 
well, therefore, as Christian young peo- 
ple to consider carefully what God has 
to say about the responsibility of parent- 
hood and to plan, well in advance, under 
His direction and with His enabling to 
meet those responsibilities, 


Four principal responsibilities are sug- 


gested by the verses of our Scripture 
reading. The first two are subjective, 
dealing largely with the preparation we 
are to make in Our own lives. The second 
two are objective, pointing out the course 


‘ of action we are to take toward our 


children. 


(1) Heeding.—The precepts and ad- 
inonitions of God’s Word are to be stored 
in our hearts (Deut. 6:6). Notice that 
there is something more here than the 
mere memorizing of Scripture, impor- 
tant as this is.. The heart, in Scriptural 
language, is the seat of .affection, emo- 
tion, and of action. It is one thing to 
recognize the reasonableness of God’s 
laws and another thing to .obey them. 
When we are convinced that God’s laws 
are His loving rules for our safety and 
blessing, and when our hearts respond 
with a love toward Him that transcends 
every other love, then the keeping of 
His;commandments shall not be a bur- 
den but a joy. . 





September 13, 1947 


(2) Obeying.—The twin of trust in 
God is obedience, and therefore one of 
the essentials of preparing for Christian 
parenthood is learning to obey God. 
How can we hope to discipline and train 
the young lives that God entrusts to 
our care if we ourselves have never 
learned obedience and discipline? Like 
the physical enemies in the lives of the 
Israelites of old, many of the spiritual 
enemies that harass Christians today 
have not been cast out of their lives be- 
cause they have failed to obey. their 
Heavenly Father, and thus made it im- 
pussible for Him to do for them what 
He longs to do. 

4 


(3) Teaching.—Two important parts 
of this responsibility are seen. The first 
is teaching by precept (Deut. 6:7). It 
is sad to see how many Christians have 
delegated this important responsibility 
of parenthood to the church and Sun- 
day school, and even to the public school, 
The church and Sunday school have re- 
sponded nobly, but they have a child 
only a very few hours in the week. Our 
public school system of today seeks to 
give some moral teaching, but, alas, with 
it gives very often that which destroys 
faith in God and in the Word. Only in 
the home can the child be taught ade- 
quately those truths that will bring him 
into the right understanding and trust 
in God. And Christian parents are neg- 
lecting one of the greatest opportunities 
that God has given to them if they fail 
here. 


But teaching by precept is not enough, , 


There must alsg accompany it teaching 
by example. When the Israelites of old 
were instructed to bind God’s Word upon 
their foreheads and upon their hands 
and to write them upon the posts of 
their houses and on their gates, the im- 
plication was that God’s commandments 
were to be kept constantly before them 
and to control their thoughts, their deeds, 
and all their actions. Sometimes the 
actions of Christian parents nullify the 
effectiveness of their words. 


bd ‘ 

(4Y Training.—While in a sense teach- 
ing is also training, we may think of 
this fourth responsibility primarily as 
that of correction and discipline. Notice 
that this is to be accomplished in two 
ways—by “nurture,” or “feeding,” and 
by “admonition,” or warning, or correc- 
tion (Eph. 6:4). Both of these means 
are important and to be used in love 
and self-control. There is no foundation 
in the Scriptures for the vicious and 


false idea that seems to have permeated 


our modern educational system, ahd 
which teaches that a child must be left 
tc his own choices, and never be made 
to do anything he does not wish to do. 
Such an idea robs parenthood of the 
very purpose for which God designed it, 
that of training young hearts and minds 
into those chaénnels of Christian living 


and | obedience that will bring the great- 
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est joy and blessing. Children do not 
naturally want to do or desire to do the 
right things, and parents are God’s lov- 
ing guardians and. trainers by which 
children may learn, first of all, what is 
right, and, second, may be helped into 
doing it either by gentle means or, if 
these will not do, by more -:severe 
methods. 
% 


Our discussion of this topic should not 
close without considering the important 
place that the family altar should have 
in every Christian home. Here the little 
ones may be trained from their earliest 
days to recognize and acknowledge their 
Heavenly Father, to learn, simply at 
first and more fully later, the impor- 
tance and place of prayer and of God’s 
Word in the daily life. And here they 
may learn how to bring to Him their 
little problems and joys and sorrows and 
to let Him share every part of their lives, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


The Verdict of the Man 
Born Blind 


(Continued from page 879) 


mit themselves to Him and lay hold upon 


_His promises in faith and trust. 


What is needed by so many through- 
out the world today is just such a per- 
sonal experience with the Lord Jesus 
Christ as that which came into the life 
of the man born blind. Really to see 
Christ Jesus always means an opening 
of blinded eyes and ‘an enlightenment 
of darkened vision. When He touches 
the spiritual eyes of any man three 
things always result, or rather a three- 
fold vision is always given. This in- 
cludes: 

1. A Vision of the Lord.—A completely 
new perception comes to him of the 
glory agd majesty and love of God as 
revealed in the Person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. A sense of His presence and 
power, together with a realization of 
His absolute holiness, at once creates 
the spirit of true adoration and worship 
and of humble gratitude to Him for His 
great mercy and the wonders of His 
redeeming love. 

2. A Vision of.Self.—For the first time 
the person in question sees himself in 
his true nature: not as the world sees 
him, not as he has always imagined 
himself to be, but as he stands in the 
sight of a holy God. His sin and un- 
cleanness are revealed before him in all 
their horrible corruption and defilement, 
and his own judgment of himself is 
wrung from his lips, “All our righteous- 
nesses are as filthy Tags” (Isa. 64:6). 

3. A Vision of the World.—The third 
aspect of the vision is a new apprecia- 
tion of the meaning of nature and the 
world. The glories of God’s handiwork 
are seen in a new significance and be- 
come a constant cause for praise to Him, 
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In the same way this earth is seen to 
be the theater of God’s activity among 
men, and a burning desire is kindled 
within the heart to see the Spirit of 
God working in the hearts and lives of 
others for their salvation and the open- 
ing of their eyes. With that is born 
a willingness to have a part in the ful- 
fillment of God’s eternal purposes by 
witnessing to others of the reality of 
the work that has so recently been ex- 
perienced. 

As in these articles we think of these 
verdicts rendered by those who came 
face to face with Christ during His 
earthly life, it is with the earnest hope 
that the same convictions that were 
born in their hearts may become ours 
and with the same glorious and eternal 
results. We have noticed in the experi- 
ences of these various persons of whom 
we have been thinking that no two 
ef them were dealt with in the same 
way by the Lord. He met the differ- 
ing needs of each heart and life in the 
most effective way and the way best 
suited to the individual concerned. It 
has always been the same and igs true 
today. He is waiting and ready to deal 
with each one of us if we are only ready 
to come face to face with Him and com- 
mit ourselves and our needs to Him in 
trust and obedience. Once we have 
done that, the final outcome is assured, 
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whether by a sudden experience or by 
a gradual progress: He will lead us into 
a full appreciation of the glory and deity 
of His person. 


(To be continued) 


Dr. Trumbull’s and Dr. Chafers 
Teaching on Victory 
(Continued from second page) 


The Editor submitted this statement 
to Dr. Chafer, who has now added these 
illuminating comments on this subject: 
“I should like to add that the Spirit 
of God can do this work and does do it 
because of what Christ has done on the 
cross. All Scripture bearing on the 
death of Christ as it is in the New Tes- 
tament is subject to a twofold distinc- 
tion: first, that He died for our sins 
which is the ground of salvation; sec- 
ond, that He died unto the sin nature 
(cf. Rom. 6:10; Gal. 5:24); and by this 
death He brought the sin nature into 
judgment, which is not a destruction of 
the sin nature, for it remains, still in- 
tensely active. As Satan was judged at 
the cross and is still active, so the be- 
liever’s nature has been judged and is still 
active, awaiting the time when he will 
be delivered from it. All of this clears 
the way whereby the Holy Spirit may 
live in one who has nevertheless a sin 
nature. He righteously can indwell 
where there is a sin nature if that nature 
has been perfectly judged in the sight 
of Gad. By this we have every reason 
to believe that the Spirit of God will 
be able to deliver us from evil because 
of the judgment of the sin nature. This 
is the relation of the death of Christ 
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to sanctification, a subject which is often 
overlooked. The believer is to walk 
upon a new life principle (Rom. 6:4) 
which is none other than depending 
upon the indwelling Spirit, which ac- 
cording to Romans 8:4 will be experi- 
enced, that is, the life will not be lived 
by the believer but in the believer. The 
whole meaning of grace is that which 
is done for us on the basis of Christ’s 
death. We are saved by grace on that 
ground, and we are sanctified by grace 
on that ground, but the important thing 
connected with it all is to recognize that 
it is the work of another in us and is not 
something accomplished by us.” 





Harkness Scripture Choruses Now 
Available in Book Form 


OBERT HARKNESS, whose musical 

gifts were so greatly used @f God 
in world-wide evangelistic tours with 
Charles M. Alexander, Dr. R. A. Torrey, 
and Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman in former 
years and now more recently in his 
own country-wide itinerant ministry, 
has been setting music to precious por- 
tions of the Word. Many of these have 
been published in THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times from time to time under the cap- 
tion, “The Golden Text in Song.” 

Believing that this novel feature can 
be used with great blessing in so many 
ways, The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany has, with Mr. Harkness’s permis- 
sion, published 165 of these choruses in 
an attractive gray paper-bound, stitched 
book of ninety pages to sell for 75 cents 
a copy. 

Various departménts of the Sunday 
school, young people’s groups, and the 
Christian home itself can make excel- 
lent use of this unusual collection of 
choruses. They are arranged in the or- 
der of their Scripture references, so in a 
moment one can turn to a chorus on 
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any of 165 different portions of the Word 
of God. 

The Scripture chorus books are now 
ready for sale. Send your order to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5; 75 cents a copy. 
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Children at Home 
The Colt That Slipped 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


6“ HAVE a new member in our 

barn family.” Father looked 
around the breakfast table with a happy 
smile, 

“Oh, Daddy, is it kittens?” cried Kathie 
eagerly. 

“Or puppies?” Richie wanted to know. 

“No,” said Daddy; “it’s a long-legged; 
creamy-tan colt.” 

“Oh, is it Freda’s colt? And what 
can we call her—or is it a him?” 
Kathie’s blue eyes sparkled with excite- 
ment. 

“It’s a him, and how would you like 
Freddie for a name?” 

So Freddie it was, and as soon as the 
children saw him, they fell quite in 
love with his funny little ways. For 
Freddie was a prancer, and since his 
legs were much too long for his fuzzy 
body, his prancing was like Richie's’ 
when he tried to show off on stilts. Only 
Freddie never fell down and Richie 
sometimes did. 

Another thing about Freddie — he was 
always wanting to eat. Not just apples, 
carrots, and sugar—things that all 


horses like — but unusual food like can-_ 


ned berries and chocolate cake — every- 
thing but onions. Freddie did not care 
for onions. 

It was not long before Freddie was 
following the children about the farm, 
down into the orchard after apples, over 
to the brook for elderberries — anywhere 
they happened to go. 

One day the children went into the 
chicken house after some wire Daddy 
wanted, and there was Freddie close 
behind. Upstairs over the chicken house 
was the trumpery room, a place where 
worn-out furniture and other old things 
were kept. 

“I bet Freddie could climb those stairs 
as easy as pie,” declared Kathie. 

“Of course he could,” agreed Richie. 
“Come over here, Fred, and let’s see you 
do your stuff.” 

Thus invited, the colt marched up the 
stairs after the children. And when 
they turned to go down again, there he 
was right after them. 

“What d’ye know!” exclaimed Richie, 
“he’s like a circus pony—he can do 
anything !” 

“Let’s take him up onto the back 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Open throughout year 
Please refer to this ad 


TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA, 
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College Graduates 


Christian education on all levels and in all 
areas of knowledge will become a reality 
only when educated Christians are united 
in the effort to formulate the principles of 
true Christian education. You may help 
by applying for membership in: 


The Inter-Collegiate Gospel Fellowship, 
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Woody Bibs Susilo 


An interd national, tuition-free 
sna edantteen ane Eee en 
types of Christian service, Seven courses. | 





Write for details Dept. $ 1036 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE © CHICAGO 10 











THE INDIA MISSION 


412 West 8th Street, Elyria, Ohio 
A Seul-Wissieg, Bible- Mission 
Previ citer Ay 
ta = and Central Provinees 
a Soicongs tes sete 
Write for fuller inf 

















SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 





CHRISTIAS 


Our box of 21 DeLuxe Christmas folders have 
appropriate Scripture Texts and meaningful senti- 
ments that express TRUE CHRISTmas spirit. Add 
spiritual quality to the Christmas season. Designs 
are artistically lithographed in seven beautifully 
tinted pastel colors. These Christ-honoring cards-. 
make people conscious that CHRISTmas isChrist’s 
birthday. Sell readily at $1. AsSpecial Sample Offer 
we will mail these 21 folders plus box of beautiful 
all-occasion folders post-paid for $1. Groups raise 
funds, agents make money, selling our complete line 
of 26 Assortments. Profit up to 100%. Write today! 


Shepherd’s Town Greeting Card Co. Box 39 Shepherdstown, Pa. 





EYEWITNESS REPORT FROM GERMANY 


Camps. 





The Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 


This message is penned in Germany. 


I have visited Berlin, Hamburg, Frankfurt, and 
German cities where we are helping surviving Heli 
Christians who have returned from the Concentration 
After addressing a meeting in one city, a lady, 
whose husband was exterminated by the Nazis, pointed to 
her two boys and little girl, and said: 
the clothing they are wearing. They were weak and under- 
nourished before your food parcels came!” This Hebrew 
Christian widow broke into tears as she attempted to thank 
us for saving her children from starvation. 

Everywhere we meet with such touching expressions 
of gratitude on the part of Hebrew Christians who suffered 
unbelievable cruelties under the Nazi regime and who, bz 
the mercy of God, have survived. 

The homelessness, suffering, and hunger in Germany 
are beyond description. 


“You have sent us 


The Mayor of Vienna says his 


city has reached a peak of misery unknown before. We 
must increase our efforts to save Jewish Christians from” starvation, ‘Pigase 


do help us! 


$ 5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 


$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month, 
A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 


Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE: 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


US.A. 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 





Dept. T 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 
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porch and into the kitchen,” suggested 


ww, Kathie. 
ae | QO) N AL “O.K., and maybe we can find him a 


cracker or something.” 
BIBLE INST J Tul t If Mother had not been busy upstairs, 
she would have vetoed, this. suggestion. 
But soon she heard sounds that brought 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and her down in a hurry. 


pany te ey PA ee chen eee ene ae, The. “Mercy me!” she cried, as Freddie 
~ conde + - aa came into the living room to meet her. 


Write for catalog. “Scat! Get out of here, you crazy 
thing! Children, where are you? Get 








Re eh yeaa 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- The two came out from behind the 
some Scripture Scripture calendars, 


mottoes, 
greeting cards. Good commission. Send for “Aw, Mother, maybe he only wants to 


free catalog and price list. se play the piano,” replied Kathie between 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. giggles. “Why don’t you let him try?” 








Dept. 6M Pontiac Bldg. 





CHICAGO,-ILL. “No, sir!” Mother spoke as one who 


THE RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Besides supporting missionaries in many countries and sending relief to the suffering Chris- 
tians and missionaries, we are distributing Gospel j iterature in the Russian, Ukrainian, ahd 
Polish lan where Slavic colonies are locat This has proved to be a great blessing 
and souls have been saved. 


Since 1935 we have been publishing a a: inthe Russian language which contains 
Sunday school lessons used by many church and individuals. We were also able to 
distribute sore Gospels, New Testaments, an Bil . _ Great demands continue coming to 
us from Europe, North and South America for more Gospel literature. Pray and send your 
contribution to the 


RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Peter Deyneka, General Director 
64 W. Randolph Street ‘ Dept. T - Chicago 1, Illinois 


Pray for Peter pee who isjow in Germany preaching in displaced persons camps and in German youth 
caliea. He will visit Po! . Czechoslovakia, Pond po Bo European countries. 














His Imperial Majesty, 
Emperor of Ethiopia 


Haile Selassie I 


When Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse of Philadelphia 
visited = ia and was graciously received in audi- 
ence by the Emperor, he asked His Imperial Majesty 
what was his favorite verse. Without hesitation the 
royal reply came: “Come unto me, all ye that —— 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

a wonderful promise for a man # carries ym 
great responsibilities! 

The Sudan Interior Mission now has eighty 
missionaries in Ethiopia, whose chief purpose 
is the teaching of the Word of God on non-sec- 
tarian lines. We appea! toall praying Christians 
to pray daily for His Imperial Majesty, Haile 
Selassie I, and for the people of Ethiopia. 

This day is the day of opportunity in this land as Ethiopia stretches 
out her hand'to God and to God’s people for help. 

We welcome correspondence with those who would like to help by 
prayer, by personal service as doctors, nurses, teachers, evangelists, Bible 
teachers, or in any other way in which God may lead you. 

May we hear from you? Gifts marked “Ethiopia” will be 


\ sent in their entirety to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Address 
your letters to: 


SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


164 W. 74th Street Dept. ES 212 St. George Street 
New York 23, N.Y., U.S.A Foret 5, Catt, Canale 








kitchen door, doubled up with laughter. . 


September 13, 1947 


meant what she said. “You get your 
horse out of here, and never let him 
come into the house again !” 

When Mother told the children never 
to let Freddie into the house again, they 
intended to obey. But a lot of things 
can happen to make one forget. 

Those things did happen about two 
months later. Father was away helping 
Uncle Jake fill his silo, And Mother had 
received a phone call saying that Grand- 
ma was sick and would she please come 
at once. So leaving her morning’s work, 
Mother took the Ford and rattled away. 

She stopped at the schoolhouse and 
told Kathie and Richie they would have 
to wash up the dishes and sweep the 
kitchen before they began evening 
chores. They could get anything they 
liked for supper. 

But the afternoon was very pleasant 
and as the children played along the 
road toward home, Richie began brag- 
ging about his colt. “You just ought 
to see him,” he declared, “he can even 
climb stairs; we had him up over the 
chicken house and in the kitchen, too.” 

“Did you really?” A neighbor | girl 
looked at him with wide eyes. 

“I won’t believe it unless I see him 
do it’—this from another playmate. 

“O.K., then, I'll show you!” And as 
the whole troop ran eagerly into the 


yard, Richie called his pet to the barn- — 


yard gate and let him through. 

Laughing and shouting, they led the 
prancing colt up the steps into the 
‘kitchen. There stood the untidy table 
and sink, and dirty dishes were piled in 
the dishpan on the corner of the big 
stove. 

Now Mother had waxed her linoleum 
floor the day before, so it was as slippery 
as ice. Freddie was not used to such 
floors, and, as he neared the stove, a 
dreadful thing happened. One of his 
long legs slipped and struck against the 
stove leg so hard that it was pushed in. 
This let the corner of the stove tip down. 

It really happened so quickly that no 
one could tell just how. But the dish- 
pan of, dishes fell clattering to the floor, 
where most of them were broken. And 
cold, soapy water was everywhere, 

Richie stopped his laughing and led 
the colt out as fast as possible, while 
Kathie began to gather up the broken 
cups and plates. The other children said 
they guessed they would have to go 
home. 

Presently two very sad looking chil- 
dren were left alone to clean up a sorry 
looking kitchen. 

When Mother drove home late that 
evening, her own anxious face was 
matched by the two which awaited her 
on the porch. 

“We feel awful, Mother,” cried Kathie 
after they had confessed what had hap- 
pened, 

“And we'll buy you some new dishes 
out of our piggy banks,” added Richie, 
who was saving for a bicycle. 
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Lesson for September 28 


“But did you ask God to forgive you, 
too?” Mother wanted to know as she 
put,a loving arm around each, 

“Yes, I did inside, and I’ll do it outside 
when I go to bed,” sniffied Kathie. 

“So will I, too,” promised Richie. 

“Well, then, I will forgive you, too” 
— Mother smiled at last. “But you must 
give me a true-blue promise never to 





bring that horse into the house again.” . 


The promise was given, and all three 
knéw that it would be kept. 


Forestvit1e, N. Y. 
we 


A Rally Day Service 


ARY Brainerd Smith, who has writ- 
ten many Sunday school programs 
for THe SunpaY ScHoo.t Times, has writ- 
ten a special program for Rally Day this 
year entitled “God’s Trumpet Calls.” It 
contains recitations, songs, and Scripture 
passages arranged so that children of 
several departments in .the Sunday 
school may take part in-the program. 
Copies of the Rally Day.Service may 
be had at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 a hun- 
dred, from The Sunday School Times 





Company, 325'N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, - 
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Dr. Arthur |. Brown's Engagements 


Sept. 7-21.—Salem Baptist Church, Winston- 
Salem, N. C. 
Sept. 28 to Oct. 8.—Atlanta, Ga. 


Oct. 12-26.—First Baptist Church, Mount 
Vernon, Ohio. 


Oct. 28-30.—Mansfield, Ohio. 


Nev. 1,, 2.—Youth for Christ, 
Ind. 


Nev. 5-0.—Kansas City Bible College, Kansas 
City, Mo. 


Nev. 16-19.—Service Center, ‘Abilene, Tex: 

Nev. 23 te Dec. %7.—Heart to Heart Hour, 
Phoenix, Ariz. . 

Communications concerning these 
meetings, or others that readers would 
like to arrange, should be addressed to 
Dr. Arthur I. Brown, care of Mr. I. H. 
Linton, Kellogg Bldg., Washington 4, . 
D. C. ye 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Indianapolis, 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
September 22 to 28 
Mon.—Ecclesiastes $:1-12. An Orderly World. 

Prayer Succestions: “To every thing 
there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under heaven.” Knowlédge of 
the right moment for action is knowl- 
edge indeed. God who knows all things, 
and is perfect in all His ways, has con- 
descended to teach us by His holy Word. 
It is'by receiving and doing His Com- 
mandments that we become wiser than 
our tutors. How many of the twenty- 
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QUARTETS FOR MEN 
Dr Daniel Pratheros 


Dr.J.N. Rodeheaver 


192 pode nclude 
Negro Spir 


Secular Songs, 
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Tty these two attractive papers in your Sunday School next week. Select 
one or two classes as a test before subscribing. “POWER” is for teen age 
.features real life ‘stories of Christian people, fiction, 
quizzes, etc. "MY COUNSELLOR” is for 9 to. 13 year group.. 
comics, fiction, stories, puzzles, etc. Rates 23c each per quarter in quantities 
of 5 or more to one address. Less than 5 at $1.25 per year. Subscribe or 


boys and girls.. 


order Sample Copies. 





Sunday School papers today must compete for interest with every f 
book, secular magazine, and commercial advertisement that comes befor 
the pupils’ eyes! Here are two Gospel centered and expertly edited maga: 
zines that can hold their own against every challenge of worldly rivals. 
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A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and re distribution 
supported by offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
ebicteabiu. S. and China to: 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


POCKET- TESTAMENT LEAGUE 
156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 

» Through the Bible Study 

= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
a, maar 

pabesk, Bile Cpeoes, 

Young. Bible Schools, | ae 

Home Sane Geka 

toe 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 














SUNDAY SCHOOL 
PAPERS 


SEND FOR 
SAMPLE COPIES 


. features 





Please mail postpaid as checked below. “Amount enclosed $ 
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( ) 3 Sample Copies POWER MAGAZINE ... 6.0.6.6 ccc ec cece cece eeeteeeecevene 10c 
( ) 3 Sample Copies MY COUNSELLOR ..... 2.0... ccc cece cece eee eeereecewens 10c 
( ) 10 Sample Copies of CSE DNAS. co ccccgeccestovi'e 25c 
—___—__Quarterly Subscriptions @ 2% 
(in lots Pa 5 or. more to address below) 
-_—Full Year ee @ $1.25 
of less than 5 to address below) \ 
Name 
| Address. 
J City rf State. 
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“cell Doesn't Seem Fair” 


© The price of war is hunger. That awful bedy-destroying hunger that stalks . 


millions after every war. Hunger, that terrible something that cries out within a man 
with indescribable agony. Hunger, for food—food for the body and food for the soul. 
Dare we in America sit prosperous, complacent and satisfied? It doesn’t seem fair! 


WORLD-WIDE SPIRITUAL FAMINE 


e Millions around the world have not heard 
the gospel once, We've heard many times. It 
doesn’t seem fair, does it? ATS is doing some- 
thing ‘about it. Tracts and booklets are being 
sent to South America, Europe, 
Africa, and other countries. You can 
help give out this spiritual bread, 
Write for more information now. 








Since 18625 


AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU 

e Our advance in spreading the gospel 
deperids on Christian friends like you. Here 
is your opportunity. Your gifts, $1 or $10 (or 
mail a check as you're led) help spread the 


_ gospel through good books and tracts. Calls 


for help are coming in steadily. We can an- 


~ gwer them if you'll help. Mail your contri- 


bution today. 


ays AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


21 West 46th Street Dept. TF New York 19, N, Y. 


Send for FREE ATS Booklet: “Investments Unlimited” 








WILMINGTON 


FAITH THEOLOGICAL, SEMINARY 


DELAWARE 








Training for 
Evangelism 


“That in all things He might have 
the preeminence” fittingly describes the 
nding ministry of Faitu Theologi- 
cal | Seminary. Aiming to, combine the 

highest scholarship with vital spiritual 

ites FaITH stresses evangelism and a 
holy life, and its teaching is centered 


around the work of Christ as Saviour 
and Lord. 


Accordingly the training at FarrH 
is true at every point to the great Chris- 
tian fundamentals. While the system of 
doctrine contained in the Scriptures and 
expounded in the historic Westminster 

nfession of f Faith and Catechism 
forms the basis of instruction, the Sem- 
inary is not connected with any par- 
ticular denomination, but seeks to train 
men who shall serve the Lord wherever 
He shall call them to work. 


True to the written word, FAITH 
thus exalts Him who is the living Word 
of God. 


‘For information regarding support 
of the Seminary, address Roland K. 
Armes, Treas., P.O. Box 4299-T, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Section of a homelike dormi 
room, where lifelong friendships 
are cemented. Inset, the ade- 
quate dining hall facilities pro- 
mote wholesome Christian fel- 
towships. 


Fer fev'ead of Ged ond Ser UA cllineny of toven Chote 





a er 


September’ | 3; °1947 


eight essentials of life mentioned in ‘the - 


abdéve passage of Scripture do you really 
discern? God has an orderly world, but, 
alas, most of us are out of order. - Pray 
for wisdom in using your tongue, for 
this is fundamental to a life of bless- 
ing (Jas, 3:2). 


Tues.—Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. Vows To Be Kept. 

Prayer Succestions: “When thou vow- 
est a vow unto God, defer not to pay 
it; for he hath no pleasure in_ fools: 
pay that which thou hast vowed.” Prom- 
ise-breaking is a great sin. But when 
our promises to God are vain the trans- 
gression is greater. Our “Yea” should 
be yea; and our “Nay”’—nay. In every 
church there are doubtless many Chris- 
tians who are guilty of lying to God, 
who should confess their sin and pay 
their vows unto the Lord. Pray for 
grace to enable you to be faithful with 
God in word and deed, 


Wed.—Ecclesiastes 7:1-10. A Good Name. — 
Prayer Succestions: “A good name is 
better than precious ointment.” Per- 
fume silently announces the presence of 
the perfumed pesson: So a good name, 
better than the most costly fragrance, 
sets forth the wealth of the life of a 
good person. All who are truly wise 
will keep their name free from every 
defilement, for their own good, and for 
the benefit of family, friends,. and the 
cause of God. Pray against temptation 
to let down even one notch in your piety. 





Thurs.—Ecclesiastes 12:1-7. 
Remember Thy Creator. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
Multitudes forget God in youth instead 
of remembering Him. How important 
it is that all Christians shall help. peo- 
ple remember God. The old-fashioned 
observance of the Lord’s Day helped to 
do that for many people. We have al- 
most lost that asset, along with \others 
like family worship and the family pew. 
Pray for widespread work of the Spirit 
of God, 


Fri.—Ecclesiastes 12:8-14. The Duty ef Man. 

Prayer Succestions: “Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for this is the 
whole duty df man.” -Reverence for 
God and obedience to His holy will con- 
stitute the whole duty of man. “The 
commandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes. . . . The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever” (Psa. 
19:8, 9). Conversion and consecration 
are wrapped up in this “whole duty of 
man.” Pray that God’s name shall be 
more hallowed, and His commandments 
more fully obeyed in your life. 








Sat.—Luke 4:16-21 The Purpose of Jesus. 

‘Prayer Succestions: “I .came down 
from heaven, not ta do mine own will, 
but the will of him that sent me” (John 
; 6:38). Christ’s life purpose is summed 
‘lip in the above verse. Details of His 
“perfect obedience are found in other 
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Canada: add 25 cents per year; foreign: 
add 50 cents per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





portions of Scripture. The lesson just 
read gives us some of those details, 
These -ministries of His should be care- 
fully studied. Noie the effect of His 
declared purpose upon His hearers. He 
still cuts right across the selfishness of 
our hearts, and His sovereignty still 
angers sinful men. Pray that your life 
purpose may be to do the will of God. 


Sun.—Philippians 3:7-14. Pressing Forward. 
Prayer Succestions: “I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.” Spiritual 
progress requires gumption along with 
the grace of God. it is not enough to 
hope for the rewards God holds out to 
us, we must run for them. Legs as 
well as prayers are needed in the win- 
ning of the Christian race. Wishful 
thinking must .»ct se allowed to take 
the place of ‘t ag in the ways of 
righteousness. Pr.,) for more holy zeal 
“to accompany your love to your Lord. 
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Songs of the SANCTUARY... SS 


346 Time-Tested Hymns and Songs 


e Distinguished, wide range of selections. “The finest 
book of its size ever published,” say enthusiastic re- 
viewers. 325 packed pages, the best songs and hymns 
with selected Scripture readings and easy-to-use in- 
dexes. The crowning achievement of Haldor Lillenas, 
nationally-honored hymn writer and music editor. 





ATTENTION Churches—A returnable copy for your = 
oo tion will be 0 gts yey b -~ 9-4 ng 
XK At your'bookstore or order from: FREE MUSIC CATALOG 


LILLENAS PUB. CO. 22. ertt se cg departments of thechurch. 


When ‘answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times, 











Make | your + eodhing of Bible truths + more effective by using the EYE to reach the 
HEART! GOSPEL-GRAPHS are sets of dramatie object lessons for use on flannelgraph 
boards. They drive home vital points in Christian Living and Character Development 
by giving pupils simple and interesting things to SEE and to DO. This helps the teacher 
gain attention and hold interest. 


Each kit comprises over 50 cut-out pictures in full colors, up to 82” high, to be cut 
out and backed with flannel. Covers 13 complete lesson periods. ..a full three 
months of Sunday School work. The cost is insignificantly small, and each kit can be 


used again and again. Check subjects ontcoupon below and TRY ee in 
“our Sunday School next weekl 





Please send Gospel-Graphs as checked below. Check or ‘ Money Order for 





$ {$1.25 each) is enclosed. 

' pept. SSG-97 
( ) Christian Living No. 2R1105 ( ) Sewing & Reaping No. 2R1100 
( ) Life Temples No. 2R1106 ( ) Christions Two Notures No. 2R1106 




















It can be done... 


safely, sotisfactorily . . . with a Moody 
annuity, That's why this sound financial 
plan is coming into such ~widespread 
favor among Christians. 


_. For forty yeors ... . through good 
times ofid bod ... every Moody an- 
fuitant hes received annuity checks, in 
full and on. time, There is worthwhile 
protection against financial worry. 


But the generous return is,only half 
of the. gefivine satisfaction you will re- 
ceive from a Moody annuity. You'll 
‘have the joy of knowing that your 
",pannuity dollars are helping to train 
young men and women for Christian 
Service in all parts of the world. Moody 
graduates are telling the gospel story 
in @very section of our own land and in 
88 foreign countries. More than that... 
their service begins when they're still 
in training . . . in fact, it is a part of their 
training.” In an average year 10,000 
profess conversion through the work. of 
Moody students in busy Chicago. . 


Mail the coupon today 


SECURITY. | 
for your future with 


CHRISTIAN GIVING 

















MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Name 


153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill., Dept. $797 


Please send me the illustrated booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. 
[] Please send me booklet A. | am under 20 years old. 


«» - NOW. 








Street 





City 














illinois 





Moody annuities are avail- 
able in amounts of $100 and up- 
ward. Investigate this practical plan 














